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Akeman Benefice Calendar   APRIL 2010 

 
For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the benefice. 

Thanks to the support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the three villages, and by e-mail 

to many others.   

The ABC  has four parts – News and reports, Church, the calendar of events across the benefice  and advertisements.     We will take 

what we have on the 15th of each month.  Please use e-mail where possible.  I will not be able to post copies.   If you don't tell me, it 

won't go in.  Please think wider than your own village.  

 
Yes I know it's only a small field.  Yes, I know we didn't oppose building on it very strongly.  Yes, I know it was pesticised into 

barrenness of insects such that the swallows which lived in my shed and used to swoop over it catching them have not returned 

for the last six years. Yes, I know I only rent my house and even then only for a few years by comparison  with  my neighbours 

who were born here.  And Yes, I know this housing development is as nothing to what threatens our neighbours near Bicester.  

But it was our field, our night-time darkness, our view across to the woods and buzzards of Little Chesterton, and our peace 

and quiet.  And it has gone. 

We will welcome our new neighbours with the ABC, and a cheerful 

 

Toodle Pip as ever 
         

Stephen Pryor    (pryor@talktalk.net ) 

 

NEWS AND REPORTS 
Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc. 

Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones. Any 

individual or organisation is welcome to contribute.  Try not to duplicate what people already know through their 

own organisations.  We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.  
 

 

Chesterton 
 

March Parish Council Meeting 
Tony Thompson joined the Parish Council (replacing David Jones) and Anna Davey tended her resignation due to increased 

personal commitments. Thank you Anna for all your work, especially with the allotments. The PC will be advertising for a 

replacement and anyone who would like to know what this involves should contact Colin Board on 252904 or at 

colin.board@btinternet.com. 

Cherwell has now issued its plan to 2026 which omits the “agreed” woodland and includes the Eco? Town on the NW Bicester 

Farms. This is on show in Crown Walk and you have until April 19
th

 to send your comments to Cherwell District Council. 

Recently we circulated 345 yellow information sheets requesting you to write letters of complaint with a copy to the PC. There 

was a great response of ONE (well done Terry Smith). How many will be moaning when even more traffic starts coming 

through the village? Let‟s hope a lot of you turned up at Tony Baldry‟s meeting which was held on March 26
th

 (Notes will be 

in next month‟s ABC). 

Traffic talks continue with Oxford Highways and we will report on this next month. 

 

The annual Litter Blitz  will be held on Saturday April 17
th

. Meet at the Village Hall @ 2pm. Please put it in your diary & 

come and help. 

 

Minutes are on the Village Hall notice board and the next meeting will be on April 6
th

 with the Parish Council Meeting at 7pm 

and the Annual Meeting at 8pm.  The Annual Meeting is a chance for you to find out what has been discussed over the past 

year. 

 

A BIT OF HISTORY FROM CHESTERTON’S MINUTE BOOKS 
March 1932. Chesterton‟s boundaries change with the addition of parts of Kings End and the loss of a bit of Weston on the Green. 

March 1939. The Parish Council minutes mention the forming of ARP Committees and in the next meeting in September 1939 they refer to 

the Oxfordshire War Agricultural Committee and the need to grow more food. It even mentions forming an Allotment Association!! 

On the 27th June a special meeting was held to “consider what provision was necessary for the public safety following the air attack on June 

25th 1940. 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:colin.board@btinternet.com
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(No mention is made in 1914 about the first world war nor the end of the second except for a note in the April 1946 minutes saying they 

would call a Parish Meeting to “consider whether any celebrations should be organised”) 

Young Families' Service 
The devil himself came down to Chesterton on Sunday and scared us all half to death.  OK it wasn‟t really 
the devil, just Giles dressed up in a red cloak, and horns, and brandishing a toasting fork.  He was a vital 

part of my plan this month so I was very pleased to see him. 

Lent and temptation were the theme, slightly tricky with little ones, but I think we got away with it.  We 

started off by discussing when lent started and why we did it.  I happily got the right answers with Pancake 

Day (Shrove Tuesday) and because of Jesus „going off into the dessert thing we nothing to eat‟.  I couldn‟t 

have put it better myself.  We then progressed to what people had given up for lent.  It ranged from 

coffee, wine, chocolate and, I love this one,….. marshmallows! 

Jessie Williams played the organ for „Father hear the prayer we offer‟ and Charlotte and Lucy Hayes wrote 

and read the prayers for us.  Thank you girls.   

Our story, if you haven‟t already guessed was „Jesus in the Wilderness‟ they listened and starred at the 

picture of the devil flying around Jesus, but I thought to be on the safe side that we would re-enact the 

temptations to make it a little clearer.  Aha I hear you say!  Michael Chapman very kindly agreed to be 

Jesus and came to the front suitably dressed for a trip to the dessert.  While he was there, starving, a 

terrifying sight came down the aisle, to boos and hisses.  It was like being at the panto without the dame 

(actually he was sat a couple of pews back, for once speechless!).  Giles had arrived in all his devilish glory.  The devil tempted our Jesus 

three times, with offers of bread, angels and kingdoms, but no.  Our Jesus, just like the real one, was not to be tempted.  Michael 

shouted loud and clear for all to hear –„NO!  Go away Devil.  I shall worship God and only God.‟  And the devil went.  I shall have to 

remember that line!  After the devil had left, two angels went and administered to Jesus and brought him back to me for a round of 

applause.  Well done Michael, Giles, Lucy and Charlotte.  However, we were not done.  We continued with a further scene.  Ben Stocker 

played a school friend to a now changed Michael.  „Want to come down the park and play football?‟ asks Ben.  „No, I can‟t‟ replies Michael 

„I have to do my homework‟.  „Oh come on‟ says Ben.  „OK‟ says Michael and the church was horrified!  They gasped!  Honestly they did.  

You could almost hear their thoughts - Michael after all you‟ve been through, we were tempted and were found wanting.  But wait, what 

is this…Michael pushes Ben away and says „No!  I won‟t go.  I have to do my homework‟.  Hooray they cheered, and clapped him heartily.  

The lesson of course, is that people don‟t get tempted by men in red cloaks flying around the place but by ordinary everyday people who 

are not devils. We ended with this little gem: You and you alone know if what you are being tempted with is wrong.  Don‟t blame someone 

else; it‟s up to you find the strength to say no.  Just like Michael did.  Good luck. 

We finished off with „Dear Lord and Father‟ played by Katherine and of course The Lord‟s Prayer. 

Thank you all for coming – please take a moment to read the notices listed below. 

See you all next month for EASTER!        Sue Ashdown – 01869 247760 

 

Mothering Sunday 
Paul Clifford presided over us for the lovely Mothering Sunday service on 14th March. There was Drama- the adventures of Baby Moses- 

enthusiastically played by some younger members of the congregation- well done guys. The focus was on his mother‟s love and that of his 

sister, widening out to God‟s great love for us all. Special thanks are due to Helen and Lucy, who helped make the pretty posies. 

Please note, there will be a FREE LIFELINE supper on 8th May in the school hall. Come along and have a good feed, a chat and 

meet the MISSIONER.                Hilary 

     1st
 Chesterton Rainbows 

We are celebrating our 100th anniversary of Girl Guiding this year.  At the moment the Rainbows are trying to achieve a special Centenary 

badge and have already completed a number of different 

activities.  The girls have finished the “100 pennies” challenge, 

where each girl needed to collect 100 pennies and had to make 

the number 100 out of all the coins.  The girls then decided to 

donate the money to BARKS (the Banbury Animals Rescue and 

Kindness Service). 

 

We also took part in the World Thinking Day Celebration on 

Sunday 21st February.  All the Guiding units and packs in our 

area met for “a March and a Salute” around the Market Square 

in Bicester followed by a special church service at St Edburgh‟s 

church, which ended with a Conga round the church! 

A princess themed sleepover was organised last month at the 

Jubilee House near Oxford, which the girls, leaders and helpers 

enjoyed immensely.  And yes, we ALL were the fairest of them 

all – see photo.   

We have a number of very exciting activities to look forward to, 

such as the Party at the Palace on Saturday 15th May 2010 

(which will be a fantastic celebration of the Centenary of 

Guiding at Blenheim Palace).  Lots of new promises will be 

taken and we finally will be able to visit World of Water for one 

of the challenges for the Centenary badge – just to mention a 

Young Church 

Workshop 
Bible based fun 

activities 

10.30-12.00 

 

2nd Sunday 

every month 

in 

Chesterton School hall 

5ish to 9yrs olds 

All welcome 

          with 

Hilary and Linda 

For info ring 242109 
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few.                             Sarah Shaw, Barbara Ford, Monika Prew and Helen Hayes  
         with the children.  
 

 

Chesterton Community Plan 

 
Clubs, societies andin Chesterton and surrounding villages. 

 
We hope this will grow and it will make people aware of what we have for Adults and children in the village and surrounding villages.  

Group / Club Meeting Day and Time Contact Name Contact Tel no 

1st Chesterton Brownies 
7-10yrs 

Monday 5.30 – 7pm Zoe Bell 01869 322118 

1st Chesterton Rainbows 
5-7 yrs 

Monday 3.30 –4.30pm Helen Hayes 01869 246335 

Toddlers 0-5yrs 
(Chesterton) 

Friday 1.30 – 3pm 
Term time 

Julia Hawkins 01869 246763 

Young Families Service 
All Ages 

(Chesterton)  

1st Sunday of Month 
11am 

Sue Ashdown 01869 247760 

Church Workshop 
5ish -9yrs 

(Chesterton) 

2nd Sunday of Month 
10.30am – 12 noon 

Hillary Walbank 01869 242109 

Youth Club (9-13yrs) 
(Wendlebury) 

Wednesday 
7 –9pm 

Justine Brown 01869 248642 

 
If you would like to have your group added (some Adult groups would be great) please contact a member of the Community Plan team 

Jackie Meeks (357071), Candy Pheasey (241019), Helen Hayes (246335) or Phil Shotton (249601) 

 

 

 Chesterton Village Fete   Saturday 18th September at Chesterton Primary School. Time TBC 

Thank you to everyone who has contacted me with offers of help. We will be arranging a meeting shortly to start planning. 
If you are a club or society and would like to have a stall to raise funds then please let us know.  Watch this space for more 
details.              Helen Hayes 

 

 

Middleton Stoney 
 

Parish Council 
The normal bi-monthly parish council meeting took place on Monday 8 March. Councillor Charles Shouler attended to represent Oxon CC.    
 
Village business  
Members received a presentation from Mr. Tom McCulloch (Oxfordshire Rural Community Council) re the criteria for and potential development 
of affordable housing within the village. Cherwell District Council is to conduct a rolling housing needs survey and members agreed that Mr. 
McCulloch could conduct a housing needs survey within Middleton Stoney.  
 
Repairs to the playground fence posts has been commissioned but work has not yet started. Grant aid is still being pursued. 
 
Complaints had been received re dog fouling. Members deplored this insensitive activity albeit that is probably only a very small minority which 
is responsible. It is to be hoped that bringing this matter to public attention will see an end to the problem. 
 
Comment was also made re the vegetation growth which obstructs the unofficial footpaths within the village. Members suggested that this 
should be cleared (without the use of herbicide) on a voluntary basis.  
 
Oxon CC 
The Chairman had warmly welcomed the return of Councillor Shouler and hoped that he was progressing satisfactorily towards a full recovery. 
He continues to represent his constituents and remains a full OCC member.  
Councillor Shouler said that OCC Council Tax would increase by 2.7%.  



 

 Income is reduced but costs are increased. 
 New houses not being built, therefore grant income down. 
 Further uncertainty over central government grants due to the comprehensive spending review. 
 Wage freeze within OCC but other costs are rising. 
 Over 5 years central staff will reduce by 10% (500 people). 
 2010/11 budget is manageable.       

 
Cherwell District Council - Draft Core Strategy (DCS) 
The DCS had been produced and consultation response required by 19 April. The Parish Council will formulate a response. NW Bicester 
Ecotown is prominent within the DCS. The Chairman noted that should the Ecotown not go ahead then „plan B‟ would be to develop at SW 
Bicester (Phase 2) where land is already owned.   
 
Ardley EfW:   
The Viridor appeal will be heard at a public inquiry later this year but a date has not yet been confirmed. A group called “Communities Opposing 
Ardley Incinerator” (COAI), made up of representatives of 3 parishes – Ardley with Fewcott, Bucknell and MS – has been formed to co-ordinate 
a defence to the appeal. COAI has appealed for expert help and funding and at a public meeting held on 3 March MSPC had outlined the issues 
to its parishioners. MSPC will make a financial contribution to COAI and will also assist COAI in building a body of credible evidence on the 
issues to present to the inquiry.  OCC and CDC will also appear at the inquiry to defend the decision to refuse planning permission to Viridor 
and will be represented professionally.         
 
NW Bicester Ecotown: 
Members noted the award of £9m to CDC from government in response to its initial request for £20m. Re DCS consultation response; in broad 
terms NWB is set to provide too much housing, with too little infrastructure improvement promised and additionally food producing land is to be 
utilized for this development which seems to conflict with recent DEFRA policy on better land use. 
Councillor Shouler commented: 

 OCC had changed its stance on the Ecotown from „neutral‟ to „supportive‟ to ensure that it remains informed and involved with 
allocation of any grants.  

 Stated that, in his view, the traffic issues remain unresolved and believes that Halcrow (consultants) should re-run its traffic study in 
the light of all the new developments recently proposed (e.g. Gavray Drive, Chesterton, NWB). He intends to lobby for such a study 
with the cost to be met from the grant aid of £9m mentioned above.  

 He believes that NWB requires 3 primary schools and 1 secondary school over time. This would cost some £60m and such a sum 
would drain the OCC budget for 5 years! No other indication yet as to where such funding may come from.   

 
Cherwell DC 
The Chairman reported that the CDC portion of Council Tax had not risen. He also reiterated that CDC remains opposed to the Ardley EfW.  
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting which will be followed by the AGM and Council Meeting and will be held on Tuesday 4 May 
2010 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.   

 
Full minutes of the meeting are available on the web-site. 
 

 VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN 
The Village Spring Clean will take place over the weekend of 10th and 11th April. Volunteeers would be welcome. If you wish to take 

part please obtain equipment (sacks, litter-picks, gloves etc) which will be available outside of the Village Hall on those dates. Full 

sacks and equipment should be left at the West end of the Village Hall after you have finished and will be collected by Cherwell 

District Council on 19 April.   Many thanks for your help.     Middleton Stoney Parish Council 

 

Church Maintenance End of Year Draw 
The two winners of the £25 prizes in our March Draw were Val Simmonds and Jeremy Turney. 
 

Dogs for the disabled – Help PLEASE! 
I volunteer for the charity, Dogs for the Disabled, which involves occasionally looking after a trained dog. It would be extremely helpful if I had 
use of a large, enclosed, green space to exercise a dog when they stay with me. If anyone would be willing to let me use their enclosed field, it 
would be much appreciated.        If you can help, please call Jackie on 343873.  
 
 

 Wendlebury 
 

Gardening Club 
The 2010 Programme is now on course and, though we don't expect to please all of the members all of the time we hope 
to cover enough diverse subjects to please all the members most of the time! 
Just one more talk before the summer programme starts – A variation of 'Bill and Ben' now – growing vegs in pots.  This 
carrying last year's theme of 'Grow your own for Five a Day, and to help things along we aim to have a varied selection of 
seedlings etc. at our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning in May.  Diary date 15th May  
Before that we are off to East Anglia for the Mini Tour 4th - 7th May.  We will be visiting various attractions including 
Beth Chatto's Gardens and Anglesey Abbey.  We still have a few double or twin rooms available so if you would like to 
hear more and perhaps join us do ring 01869:252713 (Elaine) or 243967 (June). 



 

This year we are again invited to visit Highgrove House Gardens.  It is over 10 years since we last went there, and it will 
be interesting to see the developments.  Our membership numbers remain healthy but we are always happy to welcome 
more.  We have no boundaries and the annual sub is only £2 ,or £3 family membership.  Contact numbers as above. 
Happy and successful gardening,             Elaine Harrop.  Chair W.G/C. 

 
 

Can you help? An appeal for memories from students of Oxford Polytechnic and the 
College of Technology 
 
While „The Poly‟ and the older College of Technology no longer exist in Oxford, their value to 
Oxfordshire is still clear. Students of both institutions have gone on to live and work here, 
benefiting local businesses and communities with their knowledge and expertise. Oxford 

Brookes is rightfully proud of its roots in the Polytechnic and the College of Technology, and the achievements of former 
students of all our past institutions have reinforced the university‟s reputation for producing skilled and well-rounded graduates. 
In 2015 Brookes celebrates its 150 year anniversary. We believe the celebrations should include and involve all alumni, whether 
you studied at the College of Technology, Oxford Polytechnic, Dorset House, Lady Spencer-Churchill, Westminster, Oxford City 
Technical School or the university itself. To achieve this, we are appealing for memories from all former students of all our past 
institutions. By sharing your anecdotes and photos with the Alumni Office you can help to illustrate the shared history of the 
entire Oxford Brookes community, and make 2015 an unforgettable celebration for everyone.  
We are especially keen to hear from alumni with personal memories of John Henry Brookes for a biography celebrating the life 
of the university‟s spiritual founder.   

Please email your memories and photos to alumni@brookes.ac.uk. We can also answer any questions you have about 

strengthening your relationship with Oxford Brookes, from updating you with news and events to helping you enjoy the many 
benefits available to all our alumni. 

 

 

 

From our gardening correspondent          by David Jones 
 

Counting the cost of a hard winter 

 
There were scarcely any daffodils in flower for the 1st of March this year and it may well be that most will not be in 

flower by the end of the month. Snowdrops have hung on long after their time of recent years.  Hellebores were also 

late, but our Cyclamen coum have been as good as ever. 

 

The soil was still very cold until the middle of March and so the warm front with rain, promised at the end of the third 

week, should have should have allowed some „early‟ sowings in the allotment or vegetable garden by the end of the month. 

A few warm days and the buds on peach, cherry and plum, but not apple, are beginning to swell. 

 

With annual crops, the severe winter may have done no more that delay sowing, but for herbaceous plants, young shrubs 

and trees the damage has still to be assessed. We are concerned about Lavateria, Fuchsia, Passiflora and possibly Cercis, 

all of which have done well in recent years, are looking rather sad now. Hollyhocks are small but thriving. Spindle has 

survived well in pot over winter and will be planted out shortly. Our Fremontodendron and Hydrangea anomola spp 

petiolaris, both against walls, show new growth. We are surprised that the former has done so well because it is rated as 

marginal with respect to surviving more than a few days of continuous frosts. Our autumn planted onions are a disaster. 

 

The harsh winter should have reduced the number of pests we are likely to see this year, but the situation with bees 

could be particularly interesting.  The delay with spring flowers should give abundant food for bees and so their numbers 

should increase rapidly this year.  The survival of hive bees does depend on their management over winter, but bumble 

bees and their relatives can usually struggle through the severest of English winters – their ancestors had plenty of 

practice - and, all being well, will be active when the fruit trees flower. We can expect more overlap in the flowering time 

of fruit trees this year which should make for good crops – given no more frosts. 

 

It will be interesting to see what the professional growers have got through the winter for us to replenish lost plants. 

On the other hand, we may have the opportunity to restock with plants we have not grown before.   

 

PS.  With the signs of growth everywhere perhaps this is a good time to repeat my request of last month.  I would 

welcome notes by readers about their experiences with crops and flowers so that I can include them in these notes and 

mailto:alumni@brookes.ac.uk


 

pass on the tips to others: davidjones159@btinternet.com should reach me, but please include a subject to your message 

so that I can recognise the message as not SPAM. 
 

 

Church
Rector's letter 

 

Dear Friends, 

There‟s been so much doom and gloom recently - 

what with the recession and its effects, and the 

increasing sleaze of our politicians – it is very easy 

to be negative. However with the start of some 

Spring weather [I write this on Mothering Sunday] 

and with Easter approaching, we need to realise that 

there is hope even in the worst of times.  

Someone said to me the other day, “With so much 

that is bad in the world, you cannot prove that Jesus 

ever lived.”  The truth is that the Christian faith is 

based on facts, rooted in history, which anyone with an open 

mind can explore. There are over 24,000 copies of New 

Testament manuscripts about the life; death and teachings 

of Jesus, written soon after Jesus lived on earth, backed by 

historians. Surprisingly, and by contrast we have another JC, 

Julius Caesar, who has very little written about him, and the 

earliest manuscript being written 900 years after his death, 

but we all believe he existed!! 

The French philosopher Voltaire boasted that within 100 

years of his death in 1728 the Bible would disappear 

completely. In 1778 the Geneva Bible Society took over his 

house and used his printing presses to print thousands of 

Bibles! It is still a best seller.  

The best evidence that Jesus lived is internal evidence. 

There is an old Christian song which has the line „You ask me 

how I know he lives, he lives within my heart.‟ Such is the 

power of the resurrection truth, that by faith we can know 

the love and the power of Christ in our lives. So there is hope! The Easter message is full 

of hope. It reminds us that God entered our world, and that his love paid the price for 

our sins on a cross outside Jerusalem. That is why it is called Good Friday and not Bad 

Friday. But that is not the end of the story. Death didn‟t have the last word, because 

Jesus rose on that first Easter Sunday and he offers His life to all who will receive Him.  

Lifeline is the title of our Mission May 15th – 23rd.  There will be plenty of events over 

the week in the parishes, and an opportunity to come and bring friends to meet together 

informally. The are several missioners sharing with us, and the news they bring is the 

A & P Blake Forestry Services 

 

Quality seasoned hardwood split logs for sale.  

 Cut 8” or longer.   

Various sized loads.   

 

Free Local Delivery.    

We have 30 years experience  

in delivering logs in Oxfordshire.  

 

Why not try us today! 

Ring Pauline on 277815 or 07970 258165. 

  



 

Good News that Jesus Christ lives, and that his love is for each one of us. In a world of 

doom and gloom, Easter is the Good News we need.  

 

With my prayers,     Yours,       Derek 
 

 

 

 

Services in the Akeman Benefice April 2010  Welcome  
 
April 2

nd
    Good Friday 

Middleton Stoney 10.00  An Hour at the Cross  Derek Walker 

 

April 4
th

    Easter Day 

 Chesterton  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker  

 Middleton Stoney       9.15  Holy Communion   Mike Stokes 

 Wendlebury  9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Weston ot Green         9.15  All Age Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Bletchingdon            11.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Chesterton             11.00  Young Families   Sue Ashdown 

Kirtington            11.00  All Age Communion  Jane Hemmings 

 

 April 6 

Middleton Stoney 4.30  Buggy Service 

   

April 11  Easter 2 

Bletchingdon  8.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

 Kirtlington  9.15  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

 Chesterton           11.00  Holy Communion  Mike Stokes 

Wendlebury           11.00  All Age Worship  Jane Hemmings 

 Weston ot Green        11.00  All Age Worship  Mike Nunn 

 

April 18
th

   Easter 3 

Kirtlington  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Middleton Stoney 9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Weston ot Green        11.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Chesterton            11.00 All Age Worship [Chesterton Praise] Mike Nunn 

Bletchingdon            11.00  All Age Worship  Paul Clifford   

Kirtlington            18.00  Evensong   Margaret Forey 

 April 25
th

    Easter 4 

 Wendlebury  10.00  United Benefice   Ian Briscoe 

       Holy Communion    

 

 

RC   Church of the Immaculate 
Conception,  
The Causeway, Bicester.            
Rev Paul Martin, 253277 
 
 Weekend Masses:    
Saturday 6pm .  

Bicester Methodist Church,      
Sheep Street, Bicester. Minister: Revd. Paul 
Howse 240932    www.bicestermethodist.org.uk 
  
1st Sunday of each month:  10.30am-11.30am  
Connect – informal family worship in the main hall with 
refreshments. 

http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/


 

 
Sunday   9am & 11am 

 

Sunday Services:  
10.45am  Morning Service (with Crèche).       
 6.15pm  Evening Service.  7.30 „9 Absolute‟ (year 
11+). 

 



 

 

Heathfield House Care Home 

Situated in beautiful surroundings just outside of Oxford. 

Impressive mansion house set in rural countryside. Privately owned 

and run, established since 1986. Heathfield House Care Home aims 

to provide a secure, relaxed and homely environment in which the 

care, well being and comfort of our residents are of prime 

importance. 

 
Attractive en suite bedrooms and large day areas. Highly 

trained, sensitive and competent staff. Full programme of 

activities daily. Aroma therapist, chiropodist, reflexologist, dentist 

and optician visit regularly. Hairdressing salon. Secluded, safe 

gardens and pleasant patio areas. Home cooked traditional food. 

Member of the Registered Nursing Home Association. 

For Further information or to arrange for a viewing 

telephone 01869 350940.  

 

www.heathfield-house.co.uk  info@heathfield-house.co.uk 

 

  

http://www.heathfield-house.co.uk/


 

 

AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR 
This calendar will be shared across the Benefice.   Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority.   Ditto only 

events where a date is fixed.  Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows.  Please give a contact where needed. Send to  pryor@talktalk.net.   
 

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-Green 

5th April      Easter Egg hunt1  

23 May  Taster session for Holiday Club 'Going Bananas'.  Contact PCC member 
  24 June     Concert in Church by  

  St. Johnõs Choir. 
   

  19 June    Salmon & Strawberries    

27th June    BBQ    

24-27 August 'Going Bananas' holiday club for 5 - 11-year-olds 

2
nd

 October    Village Hall event    

27th November    Village Hall Event   

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 3.00pm to 4.30pm in the Red Lion garden. 

 
Bletchington          PCC       Kathy Gedling               350491 
                              PC         C E Lane                       350257 
Chesterton            PCC       Malcolm McBride          322951 
                      PC         Colin Board                   252904 
Hampton Gay       PCC       Ann Reeve         01865 373832 
                             PC                                                350301  
Kirtlington             PCC       Brian Waterhouse         3 50875 
                             PC                                                        
M Stoney              PCC      Mrs Jen Hudson            343225 
                             PC Ch   Andrew Fulljames          343237 
Wendlebury          PCC       Mrs Beryl Orme             249304 
                             PC Ch    Anna McDonagh            244898 
Weston-o-Green   PCC      Julia White                     350723 
                             PC Ch    Peter Hicks                    351231 
 
Rector  The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory, Alchester Road,   
                                                    Chesterton, OX26 1UW.     369815  
Associate Priest.  The Reverend Jane Hemmings  350224 . 
                                       e-mail  dauphin.jg@btinternet.com 

Paul Clifford (LLM) 01865 515711. clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk  

Mike Nunn (LLM) 01865 439986. mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk  

  
 

 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:cliford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

 

LIFELINE 2010 

DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN EACH VILLAGE SOON  - PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF DATES/EVENTS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN  

 Sat 15 

May 

Sun 16 May Mon 17 May Tues 18 May Wed 19 May Thur 20 May Fri 21 May Sat 22 May Sun 23 May 

Bletchingdon church   

- children‟s workshop 

Christine Mercer 

Church services Chesterton  

- school assembly  

10.10 

Bletchingdon 

- school assembly  

10.00 

Kirtlington 

- school assembly 

 

Chesterton 

- school assembly  

10.10 

Kirtlington  
The Red House 

- coffee morning for 

mums & toddlers  
Jane Hemmings 

Kirtlington  
„Discover your 

village‟  

- history walk 
Margaret Forey 

Church services 

  Middleton Stoney 

School Lane 
- matins .Jen Hudson 

Weston  

- coffee morning 
Alison Aldred   

   Middleton Stoney  
1 Old Rectory Court  
- recipe swap lunch  

Jo Cropp 

Weston  
village hall  - lunch  
Robert & Alison 

Aldred 

 

  Weston   
- golf day Chesterton 
Golf Club  

Robert Aldred 

Chesterton  
Red Cow Pub  
- coffee morning  

Colin & Erika Board  

  Bletchingdon 

- school assembly  
13.05 

Wendlebury 

- buggy walk & tea 
Charlie/Maggie Blake 

Wendlebury village 

hall. „Try Going 
Bananas‟ for children 

aged 5-11 (R to 

Y6).Joanna Clifford 

 Middleton Stoney 

School Lane 
- garden open for 

cream teas 
Jen Hudson 

 Middleton Stoney  
village hall  

- flower demo and 
workshop  

Jo Cropp 

 Wendlebury  
church 

- flower festival  
Beryl Orme & Jenny Miller   Short service of thanksgiving 

 

 EVENINGS 

Kirtlington church 

Riding Lights 
„Roughshod‟  

Paul Clifford2 

Middleton Stoney  
village hall  
- quiz supper  

Jo Cropp & Liz Wyatt  

Weston  
- golf club supper  
Robert Aldred 

Bletchingdon Black 

Head Pub  
- quiz night  

Vince O‟Connor 

 Wendlebur

y 

church 

Middleton Stoney  
village hall  
- wine tasting  

Liz Wyatt 

 Westo

n  

village hall  

Kirtlington church  

Adoramus concert  
Jo Cropp 

 

                                                 
2
 Lifeline 2010, the Akeman benefice Christian festival taking place in May, kicks off with a visit by Riding Lights in Kirtlington Church on Saturday 15th. The York-based group is an Edinburgh-fringe-award-

winning, professional, national touring theatre company with a reputation for thought-provoking, fast-moving drama based on a sketch format. We are fortunate that they have agreed to include us in their latest 
touring schedule. It will also be one of the first new uses for the lovely space in Kirtlington church now that all the pews have been removed and replaced with some delightfully comfortable, high-quality chairs. 
 Clear Xchange is a show about global warming and climate change. Like all Riding Lights' shows it is guaranteed to be both funny and moving and also to make you think, irrespective of your views on the 
subject. Their productions are always widely accessible so anyone from about 11 or 12 upwards should find it entirely suitable. 
  At £7.50 (and £5 for concessions) this is one of the best-value theatrical evenings of the year and should leave you with plenty to talk and argue about for weeks afterwards. 



 

 

Songs of Praise 
Maggie Blake & Beryl 

Orme 

„Any Questions?‟ 

Julia White 

   Chesterton  school hall - 

supper Derek Walker, 

Hilary Walbank & Janet 

Attwood   

     

 


