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Akeman Benefice Calendar   February 2010 

 
For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the benefice. 

Thanks to the support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the three villages, and by e-mail to many 

others.   

The ABC  has four parts – News and reports, Church, the calendar of events across the benefice  and advertisements.     We will take what 

we have on the 15th of each month.  Please use e-mail where possible.  I will not be able to post copies.   If you don't tell me, it won't go in.  

Please think wider than your own village.  

 
If I write about Chesterton it's because I haven't been anywhere else for what seems like weeks, 

other than to walk my bike to Bicester.  The snow has been rather like a lens.  I feel I have a close-

up on village life which I never experienced even with the Jubilee. On that walk to Bicester I met 

10 Chesterton families, five of whom I had not met before.  And the network of nearly 80 

Evergreens sprang to a telephonic life with the current of good will coursing through it in a way it 

has never done before.  And the Red Cow Tuesday coffee mornings were entirely in tune with what 

everyone wanted.  I'll be glad to see the back of the snow, but I will not forget the warmth it 

revealed. 

 
Toodle pip 

Stephen Pryor    (pryor@talktalk.net ) 

 

NEWS AND REPORTS 
Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc. 

Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones. Any 

individual or organisation is welcome to contribute.  Try not to duplicate what people already know through their 

own organisations.  We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.  
 

 

Chesterton 
 

PARISH COUNCIL  JANUARY 2010 

 
Subjects discussed included the Xmas traffic problems, December’s Eco Town meeting, Bicester G&CC Planning 

Application and the Village Hall refurbishment. 

 

Little Chesterton presented a petition following horrendous traffic problems over Xmas which included HGVs & Double 

Decker buses. This will be sent to Oxford Highways. 

Emails have already been sent to Oxford Highways regarding other traffic problems as those whose Email addresses we 

have will know.    If you want to join the PC Email list contact: colin.board@btinternet.com 

December’s Eco Town meeting with Government, Oxford & Cherwell Councils etc was a complete waste of time. It was 

just an expensive publicity stunt which we are paying for.  

Bicester G&CC’s application for full hotel use was approved by Cherwell subject to traffic management measures being 

agreed. Watch this space for details. 

After the Xmas traffic problems, more suggestions have been coming in with the favourite being a moat with a toll & 

drawbridge!! 

Ardley Incinerator has arisen again with the operator now going to appeal following Oxford CC’s decision to turn down 

its application. 

The PC met with other NW Bicester PCs on the 12
th
 to discuss Traffic & NW Bicester. Further action is now awaiting 

the publication by Cherwell of their Draft Core Strategy outlining their plans to 2026. 

Full details of the meeting can be seen on the Village Hall Notice Board.  Next Meeting Tuesday February 2nd 

 

ATTENTION ALLOTMENT HOLDERS  
You can now buy 80ltr collapsible Water Bags to transport water to your allotment. You can get them from ExpertVerdict 

0844 482 1122 @£9.95 or from Amazon from around £7 (Log on to Amazon and enter Water Bag in the search). 

 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:colin.board@btinternet.com
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Correspondence 

 
HERE IS A POSSIBLE REASON WHY BICESTER HAS A TRAFFIC PROBLEM 

 

From: COLIN BOARD 
Sent: 08 January 2010 09:41 
To: Deriaz, David - Environment & Economy, Transport Projects Implementation 
Subject: Road Closure Roman Road near Bicester Ave. January 14th 
  

Dear Mr Deriaz, 

 

Could you please advise why this closure is taking place.  

I hope part of the reason is to sort out the road surface which, as I am sure you know, is too narrow for the amount of traffic now using it and 

the worn edges/potholes are a danger to all users.  I am getting weekly complaints of near misses and this needs to be addressed urgently. 

Waiting for the South West Option to start is no longer an option. 

  

I look forward to your reply 

  

Regards 

  

Colin Board,  

Chairman, Chesterton Parish Council 

 

 

 

 
From: "Deriaz, David - Environment & Economy, Transport Projects Implementation" <David.Deriaz@Oxfordshire.gov.uk> 
To: COLIN BOARD <colin.board@btinternet.com> 
Cc: "Clough, David - Environment & Economy, Transport Projects Implementation" <David.Clough@Oxfordshire.gov.uk> 
Sent: Friday, 8 January, 2010 10:31:50 
Subject: RE: Road Closure Roman Road near Bicester Ave. January 14th 

Dear Mr Board, 
  
The closure is taking place in order to allow samples of the carriageway surface to be taken.  …............................ 
Concerning the problems due to the narrowness of the road, I suggest that any motorists who are worried about the risk of a 
collision should avoid using the road between Bicester Avenue and the Chesterton turn, and use the A41 instead.  
 

Concerning the timing of the improvement of Roman Road , the current plan is for the improvement to be carried out at about 
the same time as the construction of the proposed roundabout on the A41 (which, with a short length of the proposed Peripheral 
Road , will give access to the South West Bicester housing development site). 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
David Deriaz 
Senior Engineer (Design & Implementation), Oxfordshire Highways, Oxfordshire County Council, Speedwell House, Speedwell 
Street 
 

  

Reply from Colin Board to David Deriaz  

Thank you for your prompt reply.   

I think your suggestion is ludicrous and perhaps one of the reasons why Bicester's traffic is in such a mess? 

 

 I would expect Highways to know the areas they are dealing with but for your information; 

 1. Bicester Ave attracts many first time visitors, many of whom seem to have big 4 wheel drive vehicles, who will have no knowledge of the 

condition of the road until they hit the potholes. 

2. On leaving Bicester Ave "you" direct Bicester Traffic down this lane. Removing this sign and directing the traffic on to the A41 would 

make sense. 

3. Hopefully you are aware that the feasibility of using the A41 at weekends is ridiculous when the A41 is at a standstill. Chesterton residents 

have to go via Middleton Stoney and Bucknell to get into Bicester Town.  

4. Cyclists are not going to use the A41. 

  

I hope you will now reconsider your plans and at least do some temporary work on the road to make it usable to all.              

 

 Colin Board 
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More Young Church stuff 
We enjoyed an excellent Christingle service on 3rd of January and (including 2 house boxes) 

raised £144 for the work of the Children‟s Society, which cares for young people who do not 

enjoy the life that ours do. The children brought back the collection candle boxes with their 

pennies in and hunted for letters to make the word “Christingle”. 

 For the uninitiated a Christingle is made from an orange (the world) with a candle in the top 

(the light of Christ), a red band round the middle (his blood) and 4 sticks with sultanas and 

sweets on them poked around the top (the four seasons and the fruits of the harvest)- 

everyone received one. Obviously the most popular part was the sweet eating! 

 I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who lent their support- especially the 2 Pats, 

Katherine and Erika.         Hilary 242109 
 

 

The Red Cow Coffee Morning 10.30 – 12.00 
If you have not been to the Red Cow Coffee Morning yet you are 
missing a treat. Great Coffee & Cake and a chance to have a chat 
with friends & other villagers and catch up on the gossip.   Only 
£1.25 including cake 
 

Knit and Chat at The Red Cow 
Every Monday from 7.30pm.  Come along for a chat with your 
knitting, crochet, sewing or mending.  
Can’t do any of the above and would like to learn or need help? 
No problem. Come along any way and see if we can help. 
  Further information: Elaine Smith:  252800 

 

Chesterton Community Plan – Action 
While doing the community plan one thing that has arisen is not knowing what classes, clubs, groups and societies are in Chesterton and the 

surrounding villages. 

It has been decided to try and compile a list, so if you run a class, club, group or society it would be great to hear from you. 

Please contact Helen Hayes on (01869) 246335 or email hayes.helen@btinternet.com with the name of the group, 

when you meet and a contact name, telephone number and email. 
Once the list has been collated we will publish it in the ABC and try to keep it updated. 

 

 Village Fete 
Now Christmas is over with, we can look forward to planning Chesterton Village Fete. If you are interested in helping, having a 
stall for your group then please contact Helen, details above.   
We are in the process of deciding on a date and venue so watch this space! 

 

 

      1st Chesterton Brownies –  HELP!!!! 

 
It is with regret that Emma Wray the Brownie Leader has to leave Brownies due to work and study commitments. 
She has kindly said that she will carry on until February half term. At this moment in time it is unsure if the unit 
will stay open.  
The girls have great fun and really enjoy it. Last term they did crafts, cooking and had great Halloween and 
Christmas parties.   
It would be a real shame to see the unit close especially in the 100th year of Girlguiding. If you are interested in 
helping with the unit then please contact Helen Hayes on 07766306895 or email 

girlguiding100@btinternet.com 

 Please help keep the unit open. 
 

Oh no it isn't.  Oh Yes it IS!! 

Young Church 

Workshop 
Bible based fun 

activities 

10.30-12.00 

 

2nd Sunday 

every month 

in 

Chesterton School hall 

5ish to 9yrs olds 

All welcome 

          with 

Hilary and Linda 

For info ring 242109 

mailto:hayes.helen@btinternet.com
mailto:girlguiding100@btinternet.com
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Dick Whittington is the School Association Panto this year.   26
th
 and 27

th
.  See Calendar. 

 

Middleton Stoney 
  

Church Maintenance End of Year Draw 
The ten winners of £25 prizes were: Rev. Mike Stokes, Mrs. Liz McFarlan, Mr. Mike Simpson, Mrs. Jill Prue, Mrs. 
Heather Leather, Max Langdale, Mr. Bill Champion, Mr. Paul Turney, Mr. Anthony Rogers and Mr. Steve Gee.   
The joint winners of the £50 prize were Mr. & Mrs. Pakeman, and the winner of the £100 prize was Mr Andy 
Collins. The winners of the two £25 prizes for January were Mrs. Jennifer Hughes and Mr. Anthony Rogers. 

 
 

Buggy Service 
There will be no Buggy Services in January.  They start again in February they will be at the 
more normal time of 4.30 p.m. 
 

 
 

 Wendlebury 
 
 

Wendlebury Youth Club  
Wendlebury Youth Club runs from 7pm until 9pm every Thursday during term time at Wendlebury Village 

Hall. We are looking for any children aged 9 - 13 years old who would like to come and join us to have 

some fun and meet new friends. We organise lots of different activities and have something to suit every 

one. If you would like to come please call Justine on 01869 248642. Also if you 7 or 8 years old let us 

know who you are so we can put you on our waiting list. We can then save a place for you for when you 

reach your 9th birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our gardening correspondent          

by David Jones 
 

An even more real winter? 

 
After a long period when we could not see our gardens, let alone do anything in them other than shovelling 

snow and feeding the birds, the time has come to begin to put into practice all the plans we have had for 

planting trees and shrubs and finish the ordering of new plants for the herbaceous border.   

A & P Blake Forestry Services 
 

Quality seasoned hardwood split logs for 

sale.  Cut 8” or longer.   

Various sized loads.   

 

Free Local Delivery.    

We have 30 years experience in delivering 

logs in Oxfordshire.  

 

Why not try us today! 

Ring Pauline on 277815 or 07970 258165. 

  



 

 

Last year we lost many of our stored potatoes in the January frosts.  This year, so far, all appears well 

because we have put a 60 watt bar heater close to the drawers of the old chest we have in our garden shed.  

The lowest temperature in the shed, so far, was -5°C in the early morning of 24th December.  With snow on 

the roof, the shed was protected from the subsequent lower temperatures. 

 

I have had some small „bare root‟ cherry trees on order from two different suppliers.  One lot (one variety) 

arrived before the freezing weather.  The two little trees were planted in pots and have been in the garage 

ever since.  

 

I am receiving regular updates on the fate of the second batch (a different variety).  I knew that this 

supplier usually despatched stock later than the first one and so it was not unexpected that there would be 

a further delay. What has been encouraging – and a pleasant surprise - is to have received these messages 

telling me, correctly, that the soil is too cold for digging up the small trees, too cold for transporting and too 

cold for replanting. This is a little frustrating, however, because I was hoping that the two varieties would 

flower at the same time this spring.  What I planned to do was to repeat, so far as the facilities allow, the 

experiment that Hazel‟s father did in the late 1930‟s which proved to be the first stage in the development 

of the current popular „self-pollinating‟ variety Stella. 
 

If you haven’t had your lawnmower serviced, now is the time to do so! 
 

 
 

 Church

Rector's letter 
One for the road! 

 
There was a letter in The Times a few years ago from a reader in the Lake District, saying “I am cutting the grass, and 

can see snow on Skiddaw, and there are midges buzzing around my head. What season is it?” It is like that with the 

Church Lectionary this year. We have had Christmas with the Christ child in the manger, Wise men passing by at 

Epiphany, the Baptism of Jesus the week after, and by February 17th the start of Lent. So much, and all at once! 

So as I write about Lent, leading up to Holy Week and then the joy of Easter Day, I am watching cars driving through 

snow, and wondering when I am going to be able to drive down my steep slope onto Alchester Road. The official advice 

on the radio and TV to travellers is “only make your journey if it is absolutely necessary.” 

And what of our “faith journey”? How are you travelling in the area of faith and trust in God‟s love. Some people might 

be stuck [as cars in the snow] in the area of the birth of Jesus. Everyone loves children, and we enjoy the Christmas 

story – think back to the Crib services. Some people on their journey might have a „road narrows‟ problem with the 

teaching of Jesus or the miracles he performed. Is there a steep ascent struggle with why Jesus died on the hill 

called Calvary? Lent is a good time to reflect on our spiritual journey, to check our direction and speed, to value what 

we experience on the way, and to walk with Christ with teaching, suffering and triumph as he walked the way of 

obedience to die on a cross for our sins, and to rise again to complete his journey as the Lord of Life.  



 

So, physically take care on the roads, and spiritually as we travel through the Christian Year, may Lent be a good time 

to prayerfully plan our route ahead as we walk in the Way of Christ. 

 

With my prayers, 

Derek  

 
 

Services in the Akeman Benefice February 2010  Welcome  
 

February 2
nd

  
 

Middleton Stoney 4.30  Buggy Service 

 

 

February 7
th

  2
nd

 before Lent 
 

Chesterton  8.00  Holy Communion   Derek Walker 

 Wendlebury  9.15  Holy Communion with Baptism Derek Walker 

Bletchingdon           11.00  Holy Communion with Baptism Derek Walker 

Chesterton            11.00  Young Families   Sue Ashdown 

 Middleton Stoney      11.00  All Age Worship    Paul Clifford 

 Kirtington           11.00  Family Worship   Jane Hemmings 

   

 

February 14
th

  Sunday next before Lent 
 

Bletchingdon    8.00  Holy Communion   Derek Walker 

Kirtlington    9.15  Holy Communion   Derek Walker 

 Chesterton  11.00  Holy Communion   Derek Walker 

Wendlebury  11.00  All Age Worship   Jane Hemmings 

 Weston on the Green  11.00  All Age Worship   Jo Cropp 

 

 

February 21
st
  Lent 1  

 

 Kirtlington   8.00  Holy Communion   Derek Walker 

 Weston on the Green 10.00  Confirmation - with the Bishop of Dorchester 

Kirtlington            18.00  Evensong    Derek Walker 

 

 

February 28
th

  Lent 2 
 

Middleton Stoney  10.00  United Benefice  

Holy Communion    Derek Walker 

 
    

 
RC   Church of the Immaculate 
Conception,  
The Causeway, Bicester.            
Rev Paul Martin, 253277 
 
 Weekend Masses:    

Bicester Methodist Church,      
Sheep Street, Bicester. Minister: Revd. Paul Howse 240932    

www.bicestermethodist.org.uk 

  
1

st
 Sunday of each month:  10.30am-11.30am  Connect – informal family 

http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/


 

Saturday 6pm .  
 
Sunday   9am & 11am 

worship in the main hall with refreshments. 
 

Sunday Services:  
10.45am  Morning Service (with Crèche).       
 6.15pm  Evening Service.  7.30 ‘9 Absolute’ (year 11+). 

 

 

Heathfield House Care Home 

Situated in beautiful surroundings just outside of Oxford. 

Impressive mansion house set in rural countryside. Privately 

owned and run, established since 1986. Heathfield House 

Care Home aims to provide a secure, relaxed and homely 

environment in which the care, well being and comfort of 

our residents are of prime importance. 

 
Attractive en suite bedrooms and large day areas. Highly 

trained, sensitive and competent staff. Full programme of 

activities daily. Aroma therapist, chiropodist, reflexologist, 

dentist and optician visit regularly. Hairdressing salon. 

Secluded, safe gardens and pleasant patio areas. Home 

cooked traditional food. 

Member of the Registered Nursing Home Association. 

For Further information or to arrange for a viewing 

telephone 01869 350940.  

 

www.heathfield-house.co.uk  info@heathfield-house.co.uk 

 

http://www.heathfield-house.co.uk/


 

 

AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR 
This calendar will be shared across the Benefice.   Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority.   Ditto only 

events where a date is fixed.  Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows.  Please give a contact where needed. Send to  pryor@talktalk.net.   

 
 

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-Green 

21 February 10.00  CONFIRMATION BY BISHOP COLIN AT  WESTON ON THE GREEN – ALL WELCOME 

26th  / 27th February Chesterton School association Panto1 

23 May 2010 Taster session for Holiday Club 'Going Bananas'.  Contact PCC member 

24-27 August 'Going Bananas' Holiday Club for 5 - 11-year-olds 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

    

 

                                                 
1 Dick Whittington in the School Hall.  26

th
 evening.  27

th
 Matinee and Evening.  Details from Julian Cordy (244589) and village notices, 

 
Bletchington          PCC       Kathy Gedling               350491 
                              PC         C E Lane                       350257 
Chesterton            PCC       Malcolm McBride          322951 
                      PC         Colin Board                   252904 
Hampton Gay       PCC       Ann Reeve         01865 373832 
                             PC                                                350301  
Kirtlington             PCC       Brian Waterhouse         3 50875 
                             PC                                                        
M Stoney              PCC      Mrs Jen Hudson            343225 
                             PC Ch   Andrew Fulljames          343237 
Wendlebury          PCC       Mrs Beryl Orme             249304 
                             PC Ch    Anna McDonagh            244898 
Weston-o-Green   PCC      Julia White                     350723 
                             PC Ch    Peter Hicks                    351231 
 
Rector  The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory, Alchester Road,   
                                                    Chesterton, OX26 1UW.     369815  
Associate Priest.  The Reverend Jane Hemmings  350224 . 
                                       e-mail  dauphin.jg@btinternet.com 

Paul Clifford (LLM) 01865 515711. clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk  

Mike Nunn (LLM) 01865 439986. mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk  

  
 

 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:cliford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk

