Akeman Benefice Calendar January 2010

For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the benefice.
Thanks to the support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the three villages, and by e-mail
to many others.

The ABC has four parts — News and reports, Church, the calendar of events across the benefice and advertisements.  We will take
what we have on the 15™ of each month. Please use e-mail where possible. 1 will not be able to post copies. If you don't tell me, it
won't go in. Please think wider than your own village.

The ABC is 2 years old and has remained broadly unchanged in format and the team of 30 or so which continued to draw it up, assemble and distribute it
since it replaced the Parish Magazine. Although there is no obvious pressure for change — | publish everything | get with occasional editing if pressed for
space — there are very different options. Kirtlington, Bletchington and Weston-on-the-Green each have their own Newsletters. And around Bicester there are
some much larger magazines, some with colour covers. My time and the ability of a stapler to tackle more than 5 pages are the main constraints. Thanks to
the work of Colin Board, who Treasures it and does many other key jobs on the supply side, including the management of the loyal advertisers, the ABC is
financially sound for 2010. So this New Year is a good time to plan ahead. Should we make more use of Internet distribution and village websites? Is there
more going on in and around Chesterton than the ABC hints at? Is the part played by the Church properly represented? Could we do more to engage the
young? And the housebound? And those who bring income into the village? And the school and its families?

This month, for the first time, | have stepped outside my Editorial role to report on a happy coming together of the Parochial Church Council and the Parish
Council in Chesterton. Both have the interests of the village and Parish at heart, and each needs the contribution of all those who live in the village and
beyond. That is one function for which the ABC exists. There are many others. Thinking caps on please.

And the toodlier the pippier.

Happy New Year
Stephen Pryor (pryor@talktalk.net)

NEWS AND REPORTS

Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc.
Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones. Any individual
or organisation is welcome to contribute. Try not to duplicate what people already know through their own organisations.
We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.

Chesterton

GLASSES FOR HIRE
The CHESTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE has purchased glasses which are available to hire. We have 60 wine and 30 large tumblers.
Hire rate is £5 plus £1 for each breakage. To make a booking ring Colin or Erika Board 252904

DECEMBER’S CHESTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
The meeting was attended by members of St Mary’s Parochial Church Council (who look after the day to day management of the church
under the guidance of the Rector Derek Walker) who explained the current financial situation and plans for the future.

Their request for the Parish Council to continue to provide grass cutting for the church yard and to pay the insurance for next year was
agreed and the precept for 20010/11 was finalised at £14,000.

Pat Bates’ work in the year keeping the bus shelters clean and rubbish free as well as the playing field and other parts of the village was
discussed and a vote of thanks was passed. An honorarium was agreed.

A vote of thanks was also passed for Vic Keeble’s painting of the new gates.

The Allotments were discussed and there is one half plot currently available although
more are expected as the PC will not renew agreements for uncultivated plots.

Planning continues to be the biggest burden with detailed applications received for some
of the roads on Whiteland’s Farm.

David Jones announced his resignation from the PC but said he would still be available
to help on major planning issues. David was Vice Chairman and the PC expressed their
thanks for all the work David has put in, especially on planning matters.

Full details of the meeting will, as usual, be on the Village Hall Notice Board.

The Parish Council wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Next Meeting 7.30pm January 5"

Here is Philip Clarke going through the planning details for Whiteland’s Farm roads!
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PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

Following David Jones resignation there is a vacancy for a Councillor who must reside in Chesterton or Little Chesterton, be a
British Citizen and on the voting register.

The Parish Council own and manage the Playing Field and equipment, allotments, bus shelters and Village Hall as well as
dealing with a wide variety of issues affecting residents. This can vary from dogs on the Playing Field or defecating around the
village, Parish finances, grass cutting, buses, advising Cherwell on planning applications, advising Oxford highways on traffic
issues, liaising with the Church, Police, and other organisations. They meet on the first Tuesday of every month (except
August) at 7.30pm for about 2 hours. Other adhoc meetings take place as necessary.

If you are interested call Colin Board 01869 252904 or 079 428 24904 or Email colin.board@btinternet
for an informal chat or to answer any questions.

NW BICESTER ECO TOWN

At a meeting at the Bicester Golf & Country Club on December 9" Jonathan Shaw MP, Minister for South East, Keith Mitchell, Barry Wood
& others confirmed that they will try to push the plan for 5000 Houses + Shops + Jobs through. They said that land had been acquired for the
first 200 houses (To show how the whole development will look??) and planning applications will come through in early 2010.

DO YOU WANT TO SEE 10,000 MORE CARS AROUND CHESTERTON?

You might think the traffic is bad enough now but think what it could be if 5000 houses are built in Bicester with no extra roads to let them
out of the area.

We need people to help fight this (there is limit to what the Parish Council can do);

---planning actions

---distributing leaflets in the village & possibly Bicester

---manning petition tables in Bicester

---putting up posters

Can you help? Even just a few hours can make a difference.
If you can call Colin 252904 or Vic 244029 or Email colin.board@btinternet.com

More Young Church stuff

The Young Families December Crib Service was very well attended and not
Jjust by young families- yes- Ho Ho Ho. On a serious note Chesterton's
Nativity Crib scene in the church is a delight to behold. Karen Bamford
has lovingly restored the figures to their former glory- thank you so much |\
Karen. If you haven't visited already, do spend five minutes to enjoy it.

At the Young Church workshop party in school (2™ Sunday), apart
from Bible charades, pass the parcel and a good feed, the children made yummy

angels. Here’s how. Young Church
You will need:- .Wor'kshop
Cup shaped ice cream cornets. White chocolate. Ice cream wafers. a garlic press. Writing icing or flavoured Bible ra,sf_dsf""
i activitie
1‘;: ':z pzns for the face features 10.30-12.00
at to do:-
Cut the wafers to wing shapes (triangles are fine). 2nd Sunday
Squeeze a few marshmallows in a garlic press to make hair. every month
Draw faces on as many marshmallows as you want angels and add hair-. in
Coat the cornets with melted chocolate, stick the wings and heads on and add sprinkles, if liked- I hope I got Chesterton School hall
it right! 5ish to 9yrs olds
' A Lo : - A
Don't forget the 1st Sunday Young Families' Service in January is a Christingle- oranges, candles etc- very Wi:\'hwelcome
pretty- Do join in. Hilary and Linda
T hope that Christmas passed pleasantly for you and that 2010 brings good times. For info ring 242109

Best wishes Hilary 242109)

The Parochial Church Council and Parish Council partnership. A personal glimpse

When we hear such mixed stories - that there are more churchgoers now than for decades, or that the church will be
dead in a decade - it is difficult to plan ahead with much confidence.

So it is good news that here in Chesterton the Parochial Church Council has taken two very significant decisions in the
last six months - very quietly because we do most things very quietly. But not secretly. And, as you can see in the
minutes, there has been a small but significant coming together between the PCC and the Parish Council in December.
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First, the PCC has decided that we need to reorder our finances in 2010 and resume responsibility for the church
insurance and grass-mowing (fotal about £3000 a year) which the Parish Council has kindly been paying in recent years.
And second the PCC and the PC have agreed to pool ideas on the future of the Village Hall. Chesterton is blessed with
facilities and buildings and, thanks to recent work on Village Planning we are beginning to get a flavour of what people
want and what they might be prepared to invest in for the future. But whatever way we slice it we don't want to spend
good money on bad buildings. So we need to pause to think how best to deal with the Village Hall which is about o have
an overdue £40,000 spent on its toilets and kitchens, including the roof (mostly from grants). Should we keep it as it is
or sell it, investing the money in adding toilets, a kitchen and storage to the Church to use it more as a community
building? A joint PC / PCC working group is to examine that.

As T have been able to report in the ABC Chesterton in its own right and as part of the Akeman Benefice has a growing
Church attendance and a growing wealth of community and church activities which are the envy of others and a sound
investment in young and old. Quite remarkable considering the number of people who never planned to stay here for
long. Chesterton is becoming a place where, more and more, people want to live. And we have a stronger Benefice clergy
team than ever. Akeman is a place where people want to serve.

The overlap between the aims of the PC and the PCC is increasing all the time.  There is a memory of
church restoration, of a shop, of village celebrations and parties. And we have a marvellous school with a
future, increasing village events, the Benefice Holiday Club in the summer, excellent sports facilities, a
warm welcome to Bruern Abbey, the exploration of twinning, a visionary Parish Council — .
and the prospect of the growth of Bicester and more housing which we must turn to our Weglar Tupov
advantage or allow to roll over us. Oh yes —and don't forget the golf.

Anyway that is one point of view. It is very good to be a part of the growing partnership between the PCC and the PC.

Resident (and Editor and Chesterton PCC member)
The Red Cow Coffee Morning
Starts every Tuesday from Sthjanunry 2010. A place to meet up with friends for Coffee/Tea, Cake § Biscuits.
Just £1.25 and 2 top up of Coffee too. Why not come and joln us.  Open at 10.30 am. Sue and Steve

CHESTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE

Bluesy Susie returned after an interval of 6 years fo give us another excellent evening of good music and fun. The hall

was almost full and everyone enjoyed themselves, especially those who found themselves performing! Thank you to Susan

Robbins for the beautiful flowers for the raffle and to those of you who made lovely food for the event. We may have

another event in Spring next year but will definitely have one in November, so we look forward to seeing you all then.
Candy Phaesey and Erika Board

PS we found a woollen scarf in the School Hall after Bluesy Susie and no-one has claimed it yet.

Young Families
See you all at the Rock 'n Roll Crib Service at 4.0 at St Mary's on Christmas Eve. Sue Ashdown

Middleton Stoney

Church Maintenance Draw
Our winners of £25 for December were Mrs Jane Brown and Prof. Basil Markesinis.

Buggy Service
There will be no Buggy Services in January. They start again in February they will be at the more normal time of 4.30 p.m.

MIDDLETON STONEY BELL-RINGING NEWS FROM 2009

During the year we rang for four weddings at Middleton Stoney, two at Chesterton and three at Lower Heyford. We were
pleased to provide ringers to help complete teams to ring for eight weddings at Launton, three at Bicester, two at Fritwell and
one at Islip

The bells were rung half-muffled prior to the Remembrance Service on Sunday November 8th at Middleton Stoney.

| am sad to report that this September, John Harris from Bicester, who rings for the Launton team and has helped us out on
many occasions, had a massive stroke, leaving his right arm and leg paralysed and most of his speech affected. When | visited
him in the Witney Hospital, it was good to see his determination to hopefully improve his situation, which, when he gets home,
with the loving care of his family, | am sure it will. Our thoughts and prayers are with John and his family.

We ring prior to most Sunday Services, and practise on Wednesday evenings, 7.30- 9.30p.m. We still urgently need new
ringers. If anyone would like to learn to ring, please come and join us or phone me on 01869 343312.

Many thanks to all the ringers for their help and support during the year. Geoff James. Tower Captain.
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Wendlebury

Wendlebury Gardening Club

The populations in our villages change so imperceptibly that we can too easily forget though we
tend to bang on about it, that there may be some who don’t know that there is a thriving
Gardening Club in their midst!

Though we meet in Wendlebury we have members from far and wide who meet for talks in the
winter and outings in the summer , and other interesting things in-between and, not forgetting the
social aspect, with a Mini Tour, Plant Sale and Coffee Morning and Christmas party — all for £2 pp
or £3 family subscription.

Our next meeting will be the AGM on 19th January — but don’t be put off by this . It is a convivial
evening catching up on news and a chance for newcomers to meet the Group. If you'd like to
have a test drive just come along — 7.15pm in the Village Hall or, for more infro telephone Elaine
on 01869 252713 or June on 243967

We hope all our members have enjoyed this year's offerings and that we will have the 2010
bunch written in stone by the AGM But for now Christmas is almost upon us and we offer the
Seasons Greetings and every Good Wish for a Happy New Year and may everything you want to
grow in your garden do so and the rest perish. Elaine Harrop, Chair and June Pearce

Stevs Bishs
Kandyman

Tel 01969 220109
Mobie: 0T 623 408
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Wendlebury Youth Club

Wendlebury Youth Club runs from 7pm until 9pm every Thursday during term time at Wendlebury Village Hall. We are looking for any
children aged 9 - 13 years old who would like to come and join us to have some fun and meet new friends. We organise lots of different
activites and have something to suit every one. If you would like to come please call Justine on 01869 248642. Also if you 7 or 8 years old
let us know who you are so we can put you on our waiting list. We can then save a place for you for when you reach your 9th birthday.

A & P Blake Forestry Services

Quality seasoned hardwood split logs for
sale. Cut 8” or longer.
Various sized loads.

House 2 Home

Removals Ltd

LOCAL
FULLY INSURED

Free Local Delivery.
We have 30 years experience in delivering
logs in Oxfordshire.
STORAGE
Why not try us today!
Ring Pauline on 277815 or 07970 258165.

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL

BICESTER: 01869 360050
PACKING SERVCE Mobile: 07917 144060

PACKINGKITSAVAILABLE ~ o-mail: inf@tZhremovals.co.nk

www h2hremovals.co.uk

From our gardening correspondent

Do you or don't you tidy up your herbaceous borders in the autumn?

by David Jones

When we lived in Kings Norton, Birmingham and in Hessle, Hull, we - T should write Hazel -
regularly cleared the herbaceous borders in the autumn. When we moved to Florida, we soon
learnt that you do not clear the dead stuff until late winter, early spring. We have brought that
practice back to Chesterton, although it is closer to a half and half activity now.

Obviously from an aesthetic point of view, clearing dead plant material does give a tidier look to
the garden and there is the argument that by clearing we are not giving refuge to bugs and
diseases over the winter period.

At Swanland Nursery near Hull, however, the major cut back of their herbaceous borders is in
February/March, even though they admit that in ‘'winter - spring all looks almost dead or nothing'.
Others using the same technique find that the herbaceous plants start their growth earlier with a




Mission Preparation Weekend : January 16th/17th 2010. (contd)

late winter/early spring cut back. It does mean that you have to be careful where you tread when doing your final clearancel!

The suggestion is that if you cut back too early, tender perennials will need to have the protection of
garden fleece! Why not - as in Florida - save your money and let the dead plant material do the job
of protecting their overwintering parts from frost. Keep the fleece for the shrubs that may really
need it. If you believe that Florida does not get frosts, we experienced many nights when, with a
frost, it was colder in our 'yard' than it was in Lower Heyford. We lost shrubs to frost that have no
problem getting through an English winter. We also experienced one flight when the temperature in
Orlando was much lower than in Gatwick when we left.

A way to hide much of the dead plant tops is to plant hellebores. If you have a deer problem, then
this is the winter flowering plant for you. Hellebores are the perfect plant for those areas in your
garden where deer like to munch the night away. The deer steer clear of these plants because they
are actually poisonous to them. They have a serrated leaf that also makes then very unpleasant to
eat. We have several different varieties, including one very rare one that is named after my parents’
next-door neighbour in North London - Nancy Smith.

Church

Rector's letter

Dear Friends,

A very Happy New Year. T wonder if you were given a Christmas gift that was to do with time? Maybe you were given a
watch, a clock, a diary, a calendar or an egg timer? ..We see evidence of the time all the timel

As we look into the year 2010 we see a block of time. We see twelve months, 52 weeks, 365 days, 8,760 hours,
525,600 minutes and 31, 536,000 seconds. And all is a gift from God. We have done nothing to deserve it, earn it or
purchased it. Like the air that we breathe, time comes to us as part of life.

The gift of time is not ours alone. It is given equally to each person. Rich and poor, educated and ignhorant, strong and
weak - every man, woman and child has the same twenty-four hours every day.

Another important thing about time is that we cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it down, turn it of f, or adjust it.
It just keeps rolling along. And you cannot bring back time. Once it is gone, it is gone. Yesterday is lost forever. If
tomorrow is lost, then tomorrow is uncertain. We may look ahead at a full year's block of time, but we have no
guarantee that we will experience any of it.

Obviously, time is one of our most precious possessions. We can waste it. We can worry over it. We can spend it on
ourselves. Or, as good stewards, we can invest it in the Kingdom of God.

New every morning is the love

Our wakening and uprising prove; .
Through sleep and darkness safely brought, CrOft Tree SerVIceS
Restored to life, and power, and thought. All Aspects Of Tree

, /Maintenance Undertaken:

e Tree surveys

* and inspection reports
s * Tree and shrub
planting schemes

New mercies, each returning day,
Hover around us while we pray;
New perils past, new sins forgiven,

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.
+ » Hedge trimming

6" » Public liability and
professional indemnity

As the Psalmist wrote, "This is the day that the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm118 verse 24.

insurance
The New Year is full of time. As the seconds tick away, make time... don't kill o Alwork eaicied orit
it! to BSI 3998
Fully trained and qualified
Must dash...With my prayers, (Nat Cert Hort, Nat Dip ARB)
Derek For a free quotation call James Handford
01296 730365

LIFELINE MISSION: May 15t to the 234 2010. Advance notice — to prepare Mob: 07971 569697
you for the benefice Mission www.crofttreeservices.co.uk

Croft Cottage, Main Street, Twyford, Bucks




John Hibbard, who will lead the mission, will be at one or two of the services on Sunday 17t..

On Saturday, 16t there will be a planning session for the LIFELINE WEEK, which will include a variety of events,

drama, coffee mornings, concerts, wine tasting, and meals. On May 231 there will be a taster session for the

' GOI NG BANANAS’ Hol i day Cl ub. Tshheol a@eOwillMuG evaByAnNrAINg Akddn we e k
August 24th to the 27t 2010, ending with a special All-Age Service on Sunday August 29th, ‘

Services In the Akeman Benefice January 2010 Welcome
(My apologies for missing out the Christmas services in the December ABC - Editor)
January 3" Christmas 2
Chesterton 8.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Wendlebury 9.15 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Bletchingdon 11.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Chesterton 11.00 Young Familes Christingle  Sue Ashdown
Middleton Stoney  11.00 All Age Worship — Christingle Paul Clifford
Kirtington 11.00 Family Worship Mike Nunn
January 10" The Baptism of Christ
Bletchingdon 8.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Kirtlington 9.15 Holy Communion Jane Hemmings/Pete Stone
Chesterton 11.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Wendlebury 11.00 All Age Worship Jane Hemmings
Weston on the Green 11.00 All Age Worship Paul Clifford

January 17" Epiphany 2

Kirtlington 8.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Middleton Stoney  9.15 Holy Communion John Hibberd

Weston o/t Green 11.00 Holy Communion John Hibberd
Kirtlington 18.00 Evensong Jane Hemmings

Please make every effort to worship at 9.15 or 11.00 to meet and hear John Hibberd

January 24" Epiphany 3

Weston on the Green 10.00 United Benefice
Holy Communion Derek Walker
January 31% Epiphany 4
Middleton Stoney 8.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Wendlebury 9.15 Holy Communion Jane Hemmings
Bletchingdon 11.00 Christingle Jane Hemmings
Kirtlington 11.00 Holy Communion Derek Walker
Weston on the Green 11.00 Covenant Service
with the Methodists Welcome to Paul Howse
Chesterton 11.00 Chesterton Praise Mike Nunn
RC Church of the Immaculate Bicester Methodist Church,
Conception, Sheep Street, Bicester. Minister: Revd. Paul Howse 240932
The Causeway, Bicester. www.bicestermethodist.org.uk

Rev Paul Martin, 253277

1* Sunday of each month: 10.30am-11.30am Connect — informal family worship in the main

Weekend Masses: hall with refreshments.

Saturday 6pm .

Sunday Services:
10.45am Morning Service (with Créche).

Sunday 9am & 1lam



http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/

6.15pm Evening Service. 7.30 ‘9 Absolute’ (year 11+).

Tobin Jones Properfy

THE LETTING AGH

WE NEED

YOUR

PROPERTY!

=

Lefting more pr;perty to better tenants at belter rents... befter by far.
Tel: (01869) 248254 Fax: (01849) 253394 www.tobinjones.com

Heathfield House Care Home
Situated in beautiful surroundings just outside of Oxford.
Impressive mansion house set in rural countryside. Privately ow
and run, established since 1986. Heathfield House Care Home ai
to provide a secure, relaxed and homely environment in which t
care, well being and comfort of our residents are of prime
importance.

Attractive en suite bedrooms and large day areas. Highly
trained, sensitive and competent staff. Full programme of
activities daily. Aroma therapist, chiropodist, reflexologist, denti
and optician visit regularly. Hairdressing salon. Secluded, safe
gardens and pleasant patio areas. Home cooked traditional food.
Member of the Registered Nursing Home Association.

For Further information or to arrange for a viewing

telephone 01869 350940.

www.heathfield-house.co.uk info@heathfield-house.co.uk

Garden Services

Professlonal Lady Gardener  Qualified Tree Surgeon

All types of garden wg

work, big or small w

Tree Pruning & Felling + Garden Clearances + Patio Laying
Hedge Trimming * Grass Cutting & Lawn Care
Weeding & Border control
General Garden Maintenance either regularly or one off

Paula Davies Tel: 07795 070591
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AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR

This calendar will be shared across the Benefice. Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority. Ditto only
events where a date is fixed. Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows. Please give a contact where needed. Send to pryor@talktalk.net.

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-
Green
7 January Coffee Morning®
7 February 5.0 CONFIRMATION BY BISHOP COLIN AT DUNS TEW
23 May 2010 Taster session for Holiday Club 'Going Bananas'. Contact PCC member
24-27 August 'Going Bananas' Holiday Club for 5 - 11-year-olds
Bletchington PCC Kathy Gedling 350491
PC CE Lane 350257
Chesterton PCC Malcolm McBride 322951
PC Colin Board 252904
eS e 0 C ? Hampton Gay PCC Ann Reeve 01865 373832
0 j e ¢ n } PC 350301
| { Kirtlington PCC Brian Waterhouse 350875
Teryon Playd P
M Stoney PCC  Mrs Jen Hudson 343225
PC Ch Andrew Fulljames 343237
\ . . . Wendlebury PCC Mrs Beryl Orme 249304
Mother & Toddler G 0-5yr olds Ve cater for children betyveen the agex o 2.2 imd PCCh AnnaMcDonagh 244898
Mother er Group for 0-5yr o § yearg old, Weston-o-Green PCC  Julia White 350723
Every Friday during term time .30-3.30pm [f you would like to know more plesse visil our PCCh  Peter Hicks 351231
'~ : .
Chesterton Village Hall, £1.50 per family whaite wiww cheswertonplaygroup.oreul Rector The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory, Alchester Road,
For more information call Julia Hawkins 246763 or call Sylvia Kelty on 07751 474361 S Chesterton, OX26 1UW. 369815
Associate Priest. The Reverend Jane Hemmings 350224 .
e-mail dauphin.jg@btinternet.com
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01865 515711. Clifford @lakeside14.fsnet|c
Mike Nunn (LLM) 01865 439986. mMbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk

10.30 — 11.30 on the first Thursday of every month. A new regular ‘Happening’ in the Newly-Refurbished Space of Kirtlington Church
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