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Akeman Benefice Calendar   OCTOBER 2009 

 
For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the benefice. Thanks to the 

support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the three villages, and by e-mail to many 

others.   

 

The ABC  has four parts – News and reports, Church, the calendar of events across the benefice  and 

advertisements.     We will take what we have on the 15th of each month.  Please use e-mail where possible.  

I will not be able to post copies.   If you don't tell me, it won't go in.  Please think wider than your own 

village.  

 
What better example of the mellow fruitfulness of Autumn than dear Frank Luke who lived much of 

his life hereabouts.  The Sphinx's riddle asked what has four legs, then two, then three.  Well, Frank, 

who died in September aged 98, added another stage. He had, with his walker, five in his later years.  

My picture shows him with six (and Lily Ware helping him to smile for the camera – quite 

unnecessarily of course).   

Frank had rather more to offer than the Sphinx required in addition to wisdom.  Kindness ( a great 

favourite of the children at the Young Families Remembrance service), modesty, appreciation and 

thoughtfulness, and a great ability to share his enjoyment of life.  And, also like the Sphinx, he was a 

great example of the fact that age does not weary all of us.   

With his many friends and family we miss him, but our winter is more bearable with the warmth he 

shared with the Sphinx. 

 
Toodle  pip. 

 

Stephen Pryor    (pryor@talktalk.net ) 

 

NEWS AND REPORTS 
Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc. 

Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones. Any individual 

or organisation is welcome to contribute.  Try not to duplicate what people already know through their own organisations.  

We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.  

 

 
 

Chesterton 
 

 

Chesterton Parish Council  
 

New pavilion 

The plan is to build a new pavilion on the existing foundations (extended by a couple of feet all 

round) and add an equipment store on the road side (an OAK tree is in the way on the other-side). It 

will include 2 changing rooms, kitchen,3 toilets,showers, refs room & a meeting room about 21'X15' 

for teas as well as meetings. This room will also be useful for for other village organisations. 

This all has to be submitted for PP so we will not get started for about 3/4 months. It should be ready 

for next years cricket AND OTHER EVENTS. There may be a small charge? It is planned that the 

PC take ownership to hopefully keep it clean & in good repair. Please have a think about events you 

would like to use the pavilion & playing field for next year (including the winter).  

   

       Colin Board  252904 

Date for your diary 
Chesterton Events Committee will be holding their 10th event on Saturday 28th  November. Back by 

popular demand is Bluesy Susie.   

The duo last entertained us n November 2003 and is a regular performer for Bicester Jazz.  More details next month. 

 

Report on the meeting at Bodicote on the NW Bicester Eco-suburb 

Young Church 

Workshop 

Bible based fun 

activities 

10.30-12.00 

 

2nd Sunday 

every month 

in 

Chesterton School 

hall 

5ish to 9yrs olds 

All welcome 

          with 

Hilary and Linda 

For info ring 242109 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
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 Presentation 1   -  by Ian Inshaw  (Chairman of P3Eco P3Eco).  P3Eco are procurers and have assembled a professional team 

including Housing Associations, Arup (Engineering), Farrell’s (Architects). 

 Probably only two ‘Eco-developments’ will actually go ahead (nationally). 

 Conditions will include: 30% affordable housing, 40% open spaces, zero carbon. 

Presentation 2 -  by John Letherland (Partner, Farrells) are currently at the conceptual stage only. 

 Lack of connection between suburbs at present. 

 Idea not to overload the existing infrastructure – very important. 

Presentation 3 – Tim Fenn (ECO2) 

 Problems & public concerns identified as traffic, strain on local services, negative visual impact, increased flood risk, loss 

in house values and loss of open spaces. 

 Employment -  1 job per household  5,000 jobs including construction, waste management, schools etc. Also 

sustainable energy skills training and core skills training e.g. in airtight construction. 

Questions 

This was by far the most interesting session as you can imagine.  Issues raised: 

 Land values.  Ian Inshaw got confused over whether contact had been made with current landowners and the likely 

value of the land. 

 Cemetery for Bicester  - advocated by Debbie Pickford.  Consideration agreed. She also pointed out that the priority 

should be the regeneration of the Town Centre. 

 Employment – Parish Councillors present were not convinced over  P3Eco Ltd views on likely employment – 5,000? 

 Land assembly -  again searching questions asked with inadequate replies given. Why had this area been selected and 

not a ‘brownfield’ site?  Reply that this was not P3Eco’s decision. 

 Roads -  I challenged John Letherland over the meaning of his statements on local infrastructure and pointed out that 

local people were developing a ‘siege mentality’ over traffic – this was their major concern and needed to be addressed. 

 Marketing -  why had the ‘Eco-suburb’ concept not been marketed in Bicester – very few folk knew anything about it 

– even where it was planned. 

 Consultation -  Odette Phipps criticised the whole process, supported by many others. The whole question as to the 

meaning of ‘consultation’ was raised. P3Eco say that consultation means listening and embodying local views. 

 Ardley Incinerator – this was raised but the reply from P3Eco was that this was outside their brief. The general 

response was that it was a critical element locally. 

 Timetables were requested from CDC. 

Overall view -  P3Eco are at the conceptual stage – they have too few hard facts to present at this stage and need to do a great 

deal more homework if they are to instil any confidence. Much of the presentation could have been lifted from a ‘Green 

Handbook’ and they simply applied it to NW Bicester. They could not answer questions of detail.  Michael Gibbard  & Barry 

Wood agreed that a great deal of preparation needed to be done including knowledge of relevant govt. Grants and public 

consultation. 

 
 

   1st Chesterton Rainbows 
 
At the end of last term we said goodbye to 2 Rainbows, Jessica 
and Amy who have left to go to Brownies and to Sedrie Ashley 
an Assistant leader as she has gone back to America. She will be 
missed. 
 
We welcome Monika Prew as an assistant leader, Sarah Shaw as 
unit helper and 3 new Rainbows. We still meet on a Monday but 
at the earlier time of 3.30pm 
On the Sunday 6th September the Rainbows and a few Brownies 
went to Cotswold Wildlife Park to join in with the start of the 
Girlguiding Centenary celebrations. They did craft and singing 
and then spent the afternoon exploring the park. This was 100 
years since a small group of young women went to the Scout 
Rally at Crystal Palace and asked Baden Powell if he would start 
up a movement for Girls. Over the next year there are many 
trips and activities to celebrate. 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to Chesterton events 
committee who have donated a £100 to us, which will buy special bags for our Rainbows Go Wild day next year. 
 
We are hoping to have a Chocoholics party to help raise funds – so all you chocolate fans please keep an eye on 
the Parish notice boards for further details. 
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I would also like to ask if anyone can Line Dance and would be willing to come in for an hour to our meeting and 
teach us. 

Please contact me on 01869 246335 or email helen.hayes@btinternet.com             Helen Hayes (Unit 

leader) 

 

 

Sue and  Giles Ashdown 
INVITE YOU TO AN 

 

APPLE  PICKING  DAY and  LUNCHTIME  DRINKS  PARTY 
AT APPLEYARD, ALCHESTER ROAD, CHESTERTON 

 

12 NOON TO 3PM SUNDAY 4
TH

 OCTOBER 2009  

(AFTER THE YOUNG FAMILIES HARVEST SERVICE) 

All proceeds will go to the ‘The Families Service’ 

 
 

Parish Council & Notices/Ads for Notice boards 

 

Contact your Parish Council via Vic Keeble, Parish Clerk. 4, Banks Furlong, Chesterton, OX26 1UW.  

Tele. 01869 244029  Email  vjrvwk@tiscali.co.uk 

Notices & Adverts for the two Notice boards (on each green) should also be sent to Vic. A charge similar to ABC 
rates is made for Commercial Adverts on the Notice boards. 

 
 

Middleton Stoney 
 

Parish Council 
The normal bi-monthly parish council meeting took place on Monday 9 September. 2 Parishioners also attended.   

 

Village business 

A medium term solution to the playground fencing problem was proposed and a free trial of this solution will take place shortly.  

Painting of the Village Hall will commence on 14 October.  

A design for the kitchen refurbishment at the Village Hall has been agreed and quotes are awaited.  

It was reported that a door to door salesman had become aggressive and abusive towards an elderly couple. Parishioners are urged to report 

any such instances to the Police immediately (0845 8505505). It was also reported that Police had been informed of two break-in attempts on 

builder’s vans within the village.  

 

The two major issues facing the village continue to be the proposals for (1) an incinerator at Ardley (Ardley EfW) and (2) an Eco Town 

development to the North West of Bicester (NW Bicester). 

 

Ardley EfW: 

The Chairman announced that at a meeting of the OCC Cabinet in County Hall on 7/9 it was agreed that Viridor (proposed operator of 

Ardley EfW) be given preferred bidder status  re the OCC waste contract. It is thought that this decision will, in the public’s mind at least, be 

prejudicial to an impartial planning decision.  

Planning submission may be heard on 19 October. This Parish Council will, in advance of any planning hearing, write to all of the members 

of the planning committee with objections which centre around traffic implications.   

We have received a letter from Viridor claiming that it had satisfied the Environment Agency re the drainage/sewerage implications but no 

word has been received from EA to verify this. Viridor also dismiss traffic concerns,     

 

NW Bicester: 

The Chairman & Clerk had attended a meeting at Bodicote on 1 September to hear presentations from P3Eco, Farrells and Eco2H20. Other 

parishes were also represented.  

There was wholesale disapproval from the parishes over the lack of due process and consultation prior to the announcement of NW Bicester 

and the subsequent government announcement of PPS status. The presentations indicated that the is only at the ‘concept’ stage and it seemed 

clear that there is very much more work to be done. There remain huge questions over the viability of this project which the evening’s 

discourse did little to answer. The need for such a large development was questioned robustly especially when set alongside the 

commitments already in the SE Plan. How funding for the project from both private and government was to be obtained was not at all clear. 

Landowners had not been formally approached. For its part CDC believed that NW Bicester would be good for Bicester as a whole and 

represented an opportunity to link the new town with regeneration of the existing town.  

An initial ‘Masterplan’ may be produced Winter 9/10 for consultation. The parishes will remain strongly opposed. .    

 

Traffic  

mailto:helen.hayes@btinternet.com
mailto:vjrvwk@tiscali.co.uk


 

Some members had attended a meeting of parishes at Chesterton. Agreed that parishes would provide suggestions re traffic control measures 

and the first tranche of suggestions have been provided by Chesterton PC. Eventually, when all suggestions have been received then these 

will be put to OCC Highways Dept for consideration. Next meeting will be held at Chesterton VH on 1 October when matters will be further 

discussed.  

Members said that whilst local traffic problems should be addressed, the bigger picture was important. Basically, this part of North 

Oxfordshire does not want to see any further development (NW Bicester, Incinerator/s ) without a full appraisal of the whole transport 

infrastructure (Junction 9 was highlighted as a particular problem). This should be made clear to OCC.   

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Monday 9 November at 6.15 pm in the village hall. A full copy of the minutes is held on the parish website.   

 

 

 

Wendlebury  
Personal 

I would like to say a big thank you to all my friends who came to the Littlebury Hotel on August 23
rd

 to celebrate my 80
th

 

birthday with  me.  Thank you for all my lovely cards and gifts and thank you most of all for just being there.         Beryl 

 

Rubbish 

Will parishioners please refrain from putting paper, plastic and dog-poo in the brown bin at the Church.  This bin is for flowers 

and foliage only.  Anything else may be put in the green bin.  The refuse colectorsw will not empty any bins containing the 

wrong refuse.    Thank you.            Churchwardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SmallADs 
 

A & P Blake Forestry Services 
 

Quality seasoned hardwood split logs for 

sale.  Cut 8” or longer.   

Various sized loads.   

 

Free Local Delivery.    

We have 30 years experience in delivering 

logs in Oxfordshire.  

 

Why not try us today! 

 

Ring Pauline on 277815 or 07970 258165. 

  



 

Y Reg Vauxhall Zafira Comfort, 7 seater MPV.   

 
1.8 litre 16V petrol engine, 5 speed manual with air con. Dark Blue with roof rails, alloy wheels & tow bar. 95,000 miles. 

Steering wheel controls for CD/radio. 12 months MOT & taxed to May 2010.  Price £2250 ono      Ph 07714 090248. 

 

 

KIRTLINGTON SHOP and POST OFFICE 

 

has now opened its eagerly-awaited coffee and tea shop, complete with delicious cakes and biscuits. 

There is also a new delicatessen section with cheeses, special bread, ham, salami, also more fruit and 

vegetables, and a range of good things from home and abroad. 

Please use the shop and cafe for your  shopping and for meeting your friends, or we risk losing this 

invaluable resource for Kirtlington and the neighbouring villages. 

  

 

From our gardening correspondent             by David Jones 
 

Potatoes, beans and cabbages. 
 
We have problems with small slugs and wireworms and so this year 

we bought some varieties of ‘seed’ potato we have not grown 

before.  We looked in Alan Roman’s pamphlet Guide to Seed Potato 
Varieties, 3rd edition (Thompson and Morgan) for inspiration.  

Although Wyevale and others have a wide choice, I pass on our 

experience with the four varieties we bought.  The tubers were 

planted in the same part of our garden although we held back some 

for planting in Potato Patio Planters – as I reported in August. All 

the tubers harvested from the Planters were effectively 

undamaged.   

 

Swift (from Scotland) – a first early- was a disappointment; almost 

every tuber had some damage and so had to be eaten more or less 

immediately.  The maincrop Cara (from Ireland) and, particularly 

the red Romano (Dutch from Desiree), came up clean and we 

expect will store well. Pentland Squire, an older variety from the 

Scottish Plant Breeding Station near Edinburgh, produced some 

good large tubers with, overall, a small amount of damage. We had 

no evidence of blight. 

 

Some forty years ago, some of my colleagues were working with 

potato blight while I and a student were using slugs and snails for 

some experiments.  Using every effort to avoid contamination, we 

found that the spores of blight can pass through the digestive 

system of a slug and still be infective. Thus, after a new infection 

of blight arrives by air it can be spread by slugs within a crop by 

their faeces. Surprisingly, the slime that is sloughed off as a slug 

moves is a poor transmitter of the fungus. 

 

Following from the talk by Chris Day at the Wendlebury Gardening 

Club last February, we decided to grow the purple Teepee French 

Bean.  This has proved to have been a good tip to follow.  The beans 

being purple are easy to see and, because they are borne above 

most of the foliage, we have avoided the problems of pods ‘hiding’ 

and so becoming over ripe.   The purple colour nearly disappears on 

cooking. 

 

Our autumn and spring planted onion sets have both done well.  We 

would not be able to distinguish which was which if the rows were 

not labelled. The shallots are bigger this year. 

 

Last year we suffered from white butterfly caterpillars on our 

sprouts, cabbages and broccoli.  This year we netted early and have 

been surprised by the very large numbers of both ‘common’ species 

of cabbage white butterflies there are this year.  They have even 

been able to work their way through the fine netting that is 

supposed to be butterfly proof!  We admit to having used a 

systemic spray, but by the time we begin harvesting late this year 

the insecticide should have degraded. 

 Church 
Children in Church … Shsh? 

 
I meet many people who tell me that they would like to come to church but they are worried about the behaviour of 

their children. They can’t get them to sit still or be quiet at home so they are sure they won’t be able to in church. If we 

lived in an African culture we would know that churches are not always quiet, but lively and noisy places where the 

youngest cling to their mothers, the toddlers clap and dance and the older children sing and are entranced by the story 

telling. 

 

Of course it’s all a bit different in England and it’s a bit more sedate. However over the last 20 years churches have 

been changing. There are family services, toy corners, crèches, story telling and activities for the children. The church 

has moved from the idea that children must be seen and not heard. Each church does not want just to welcome babies at 

baptism it wants to welcome children week by week. They are an important part of the church family and they have much 



 

to teach us. No longer are children seen as passive recipients of the Gospel but fellow disciples who are not afraid to ask 

interesting questions and give profound answers. 

 

Each of our churches in the benefice has a family service once a month, which is a slightly shorter service with a simple 

talk involving the children rather than a sermon, and songs that children find easier to sing as well as traditional hymns. 

This is a service for all the family to gather in joyful worship. There isn’t always a lot of silence but the children and 

adults alike are drawn into times of quieter reflection during the service. The fact that there is a monthly family service 

does not mean that children are not welcome at our other services. Although we recognise that the more traditional 

services can seem less exciting for children so there are toy corners and activity bags to keep them busy. 

 

There is a pattern of family services in Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury. It’s always the first Sunday in 

Chesterton and Middleton Stoney so do join them there at 11am on the 4th of October, the 1st of November and the 

6th of December.  At Wendlebury they have changed to the 2nd Sunday and they will be having a Family service at 11am 

on the 11th of October, but miss November because of Remembrance Sunday and then back to normal on the 13th of 

December So why not come along to your next local family service.       Jane
CONFIRMATION 
There will be confirmation classes, one for adults and another for young people, starting In the autumn.  
If you are rising 11or over, and are interested in being confirmed, please contact Jane on 350224. 

 
Holiday Club 2010 

Holiday Club for 5-11 yr olds 2010.  Going Bananas 24
th
-27

th
 August. We need helpers to get involved. 

 

 Services in the Akeman Benefice October 2009     Welcome 
 

Tuesday October 6
th

   4.20  Middleton Stoney  Buggy service 
 

October 4
th
 Trinty17 

Chesterton  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Wendlebury  9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Bletchingdon           11.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Chesterton            11.00  Young Families [SOTW] Sue Ashdown 

     Harvest Praise 

 Middleton Stoney      11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Mike Nunn 

 Kirtington           11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Jane Hemmings  

Hampton Gay           15.15  Harvest Thanksgiving  Jane Hemmings 

 

October 11
th
 Trinty18 

Bletchingdon  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Kirtlington  9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Chesterton           11.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Wendlebury           11.00  Family Worship  Paul Clifford 

 Weston on Green      11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Mike Nunn 

 

October 18
th
 Trinty19 

Bletchingdon             10.00  United Service Holy Communion  

with John Hibberd 

October 25
th
 Last after Trinty    

 Kirtlington  8.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Middleton Stoney 9.15  Holy Communion  Mike Stokes?? 

Weston on the Green 11.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Bletchingdon            11.00  Bletchingdon Praise  Paul Clifford  

 Chesterton            11.00  Chesterton Praise  Mike Nunn  

Kirtlington            18.00  Evensong   Jane Hemmings 



 

 

 

 
RC   Church of the 
Immaculate Conception,  

The Causeway, Bicester.            
Rev Paul Martin, 253277 
 
 Weekend Masses:    

Saturday 6pm .  
 
Sunday   9am & 11am 

Bicester Methodist Church,      

Sheep Street, Bicester.  

Minister: Revd. Paul Howse 240932 www.bicestermethodist.org.uk 

  
1

st
 Sunday of each month:  10.30am-11.30am  Connect ï informal family 

worship in the main hall with refreshments. 
 

Sunday Services:  
10.45am  Morning Service (with Crèche).       
 6.15pm  Evening Service.  7.30 ó9 Absoluteô (year 11+). 

 

Heathfield House Care Home 

Situated in beautiful surroundings just outside of Oxford. 

Impressive mansion house set in rural countryside. Privately 

owned and run, established since 1986. Heathfield House Care 

Home aims to provide a secure, relaxed and homely environment 

in which the care, well being and comfort of our residents are of 

prime importance. 

 
Attractive en suite bedrooms and large day areas. Highly 

trained, sensitive and competent staff. Full programme of 

activities daily. Aroma therapist, chiropodist, reflexologist, dentist 

and optician visit regularly. Hairdressing salon. Secluded, safe 

gardens and pleasant patio areas. Home cooked traditional food. 

Member of the Registered Nursing Home Association. 

For Further information or to arrange for a viewing 

telephone 01869 350940.  

 

www.heathfield-house.co.uk  info@heathfield-house.co.uk 

 

  

http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/
http://www.heathfield-house.co.uk/


 



 

AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR 
This calendar will be shared across the Benefice.   Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority.   Ditto 

only events where a date is fixed.  Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows.  Please give a contact where needed. Send to  pryor@talktalk.net.   
 

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-Green 

4tthh October Apple picking1  Harvest Lunch2    

11th October      Harvest Lunch3 

14th November   Grand Fireworks Display4    

21stNovember   Race night5    

28th November 'Bluesy Susie6      

30/12/09     Jack and the Beanstalk7  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

    

 

                                                 
1
  See advert on page 2 

2
 (Shepherd's Pie & Apple Crumble). At the Village Hall following the 11 am Harvest Festival Service in Church. Adults - £6, Children - £1, over 11s - £4 

 Tickets available from The Village Shop.  "Volunteers willing to make a pie of choice.  please contact Ann Mowat on 350525" 
3

   10.30 am at Kirtlington Village Hall. Tickets £2 incl door raffle prize  Contact 350875 
4
 5.45 for 6.30 pm at Kirtlington Village Hall.  Tickets Adult-£4 Child-£1  (£5 on the day) Contact 350875 

5
  Race Night - in aid of Church Refurbishment Fund.  

6
  See next month for details. 

7
  We are off to the Oxford Playhouse for the afternoon matinee on Wednesday 30th December and the coach will leave the Red Lion at 1 o clock at usual. Tickets will be on sale at the beginning of 

November.  

 
Bletchington          PCC       Kathy Gedling               350491 
                              PC         C E Lane                       350257 

Chesterton            PCC        
                         PC         Colin Board                   252904 
Hampton Gay       PCC       Ann Reeve         01865 373832 
                             PC                                                350301  
Kirtlington             PCC       Brian Waterhouse         3 50875 
                             PC                                                        
M Stoney              PCC      Mrs Jen Hudson            343225 
                             PC Ch   Andrew Fulljames          343237 
Wendlebury          PCC       Mrs Beryl Orme             249304 
                             PC Ch    Anna McDonagh            244898 
Weston-o-Green   PCC      Julia White                     350723 
                             PC Ch    Peter Hicks                    351231 
 
Rector  The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory,  
Alchester Road,  Chesterton, OX26 1UW.     369815  
Associate Priest.  The Reverend Jane Hemmings  350224 .e-mail  
dauphin.jg@btinternet.com 

Paul Clifford (LLM) 01865 515711. 

clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk 

Mike Nunn (LLM) 01865 439986. 

mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk 

  
 

 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:cliford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk

