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Akeman Benefice Calendar   SEPTEMBER 2009 

 
For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the benefice. Thanks to the 

support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the three villages, and by e-mail to many 

others.   

 

The ABC  has four parts – News and reports, Church, the calendar of events across the benefice  and advertisements.     We will take 

what we have on the 15th of each month.  Please use e-mail where possible.  I will not be able to post copies.   If you don't tell me, it 

won't go in.  Please think wider than your own village.  

 
When I took on the Parish Magazine I was warned of a  tedious correspondence on some obscure point which had gone on much too long.  

Luckily the readership is more tolerant now and will I am sure enjoy David Jones' elucidation this month of the raising of the Granny Smith 

in Australia.  My question ''Why' should perhaps have been followed by 'bother?' since I find the variety sour and without flavour.  David has 

very properly filled me in – and widened the issues to include the screw-top jar.  I can only comment that anyone who can open my superb 

apple and blackberry jelly with their bare hands deserves the contents.   

I trust the kind reader will agree that this correspondence shows promise at this time of mellow fruitfulness. 

 
Toodle (and a rattling good Cox's Orange) pip. 

 

Stephen Pryor    (pryor@talktalk.net ) 

 

NEWS AND REPORTS 
Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc. 

Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones. Any individual 

or organisation is welcome to contribute.  Try not to duplicate what people already know through their own organisations.  

We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.  

 

HOW DO WE COPE WITH 20,000 EXTRA CARS IN THE BICESTER AREA  

 
WITH PERMISSION ALREADY GIVEN TO BUILD 2300 HOUSES (Whitelands Farm and Gavray Drive) + A BUSINESS 

PARK (not yet finally approved) AND PLANS UNDERWAY FOR A FURTHER 1000 HOUSES (North-west Whitelands 

Farm) + THE POSSIBLE 5000 HOUSE ECO SUBURB WE COULD BE GRIDLOCKED IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT 

FUTURE! 

Oxford Highways are short of money so there will be no major improvements in the short term. 

 

We need to know your problems, your thoughts and ideas on how to solve them and also what should be done in the 

longer term. 

 

Short term, low cost measures could include speed bumps, illuminated signs, road narrowing, roundabouts, traffic lights, new 

signs on roads (e.g. on the A41 it could be useful for Little Chesterton to have a sign saying “Unsuitable for access to 

Chesterton”).  Chesterton Parish Council is supporting the proposal for a 40mph limit either side of the accident prone junction 

of Akeman Street and the road from Weston-on-the-Green to Middleton Stoney. 

 

Long Term, major cost measures could include new J10, more lanes on roads, new roads, tolls etc 

 

 

Please let us have your ideas. (Do not say less building – we will be fighting that one separately) 

 

These will, after approval by the Parish Councils, be added to a list from several other Parish Councils and presented to Oxford 

Highways 

 

Email as follows; 

MIDDLETONE STONEY                     andrewhickman@btinternet.com 

WENDLEBURY                                    annamcdonagh@homecall.co.uk 

CHESTERTON                                      colin.board@btinternet.com 

OTHER VILLAGES                              contact your Parish Council  

 

No Email    Write to your Parish Council                                                     

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
mailto:andrewhickman@btinternet.com
mailto:annamcdonagh@homecall.co.uk
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Chesterton 
 

 

Chesterton Parish Council  
No monthly meeting this month but we met with Ardley & Fewcott PC, Bucknell PC, Caversfield 

PC, Kirtlington PC, Launton PC, Middleton Stoney PC, Wendlebury PC, Weston on the Green PC 

and Oxford CC to discuss current traffic problems and future plans. (See also above)   

A further meeting will be held later in the year.    Colin Board 

   

 

Middleton Stoney 

 
Parish Council 
The normal bi-monthly parish council meeting took place on Monday 27 July. Councillor Charles Shouler 

attended to represent Oxon CC.  1 Parishioner also attended for part of the meeting.  

 

Village business  

Some of the perimeter fencing to the playground is in a poor state which could prove very costly to replace. 

The parish council will explore solutions and potential costs prior to the next meeting when it will be 

discussed again. Refurbishment to the village hall kitchen is moving closer with various options now quoted 

for. The village barbecue held at the end of June had attracted a record number of 65. The parish council is 

grateful to Middleton Stoney Cricket Club for their hospitality. 

 

Oxon CC 

Councillor Shouler was re-elected to represent our ward in the June council elections and wished to record his thanks to those who voted for 

him. He has also retained his place within the Oxon CC Cabinet. He outlined the introduction of an efficiency package designed to save 

£60m over 5 years which may be effective in mitigating council tax rises. This will mean staff reductions of circa 500 (excluding school 

staff, fire service staff and child care services staff).   

 

NW Bicester eco-town: 

The parish council remains opposed to the proposed eco-town which will stretch to within 1 mile of Middleton Stoney crossroads; traffic 

problems will only be exacerbated if this development goes ahead. The development will blight the rural parishes in the immediate vicinity. 

As yet we have not been asked to make comment on the proposal although a consultation is promised when the master plan is produced.  

Councillor Shouler believes there must be a public enquiry before the eco-town can be included in the delayed Local Development 

Framework and in any planning process, traffic would be a major consideration. Oxon CC remains neutral but, now that the government had 

approved the site, it had committed to work with CDC re provision of services for which it will be responsible if the scheme goes ahead 

(schools, roads etc) and would be more involved as time goes on. On a personal level Councillor Shouler is opposed but thought that 

challenging would be difficult. He suggested that using the „ten point plan‟ would make a good starting point especially on those points in 

the „ten point plan‟ which have not been achieved.  

P3Eco, the company formed as a vehicle to progress this development, had agreed with CDC to hold a presentation at Bodicote. Parish 

councillors will attend.   

A parishioner had expressed concerns re NW Bicester and especially the flawed process which had been used and wondered whether a 

public meeting would be advisable. The parish council will certainly consider such a course when next steps become clearer.  

 

Ardley EfW (incinerator): 

The planning application was not heard on 20 July. Both applications (Ardley & Sutton Courtenay) had needed to revise their applications. 

The Environment Agency had objected to the Ardley proposal on the grounds of possible flood risk and waste water treatment. The Ardley 

site would also represent a departure from the [County?] Development Plan and if approved may result in a referral to Government Office for 

the South East (GOSE) who could decide to call it in for review.  

 

Councillor Shouler also reported that Oxon CC, as the prospective client for waste incineration, wished to consider appointing a preferred 

bidder before the planning process is concluded. He strongly believes that this will prejudice the planning process (certainly in the eyes of 

the public) and will oppose in Cabinet. The Oxon CC Cabinet will meet on 7 September at 2.00pm in County Hall to consider this issue and 

council members are invited to attend to register their opposition. Planning application may now be heard in October.  

 

Full minutes of the meeting are available on the web-site and the next meeting will be on Monday 7 September at 6.15 pm in the village hall.  

 

 

The Maintenance Fund 

   The two winners of £25 prizes in Middleton's draw for August were:  Caro McFarlan and Malcolm Taylor. 

 
Buggy service 
There will be no Buggy Service in September.- start again in October. 
 
 

Young Church 

Workshop 

Bible based fun 

activities 

10.30-12.00 

 

2nd Sunday 

every month 

in 

Chesterton School 

hall 

5ish to 9yrs olds 

All welcome 

          with 

Hilary and Linda 

For info ring 242109 



 

MIDDLETON STONEY CRICKET CLUB 
Your support is always welcomed on a Sunday (see fixture list below) as there is no better 

place to watch the game than in the Park.  Please use the Bullmarsh Close entrance which 

is the third turning from the traffic lights on  the Enstone road. 

Middleton Stoney Cricket Club – fixtures.  All at 2.30 pm unless otherwise 

stated 

Date Opposition Venue / time 

September 6th Turville Park Home – 1.00 pm 

September 13th Sheepscombe Away – 1.00 pm 

September 20th The Law Society Home – 1.00 pm 

 

 

Wendlebury  
 

 

 
CONCERT  OF CHAMBER MUSIC GIVEN BY  

 

WENDLEBURY WINDS  WITH PIANO 

 

IN  AID OF  CECILY’S FUND,  RAISING MONEY FOR EDUCATION OF ZAMBIAN 

CHILDREN ORPHANED BY AIDS 

~ MAKE MUSIC - GIVE HOPE ~ 

 

SATURDAY  26th SEPTEMBER 2009 at  7.30 pm  AT IFFLEY CHURCH HALL 

 

PROGRAMME TO INCLUDE WORKS BY MOZART, HAYDN & BRAHMS 

 
TICKETS   £15 TO INCLUDE WINE AND REFRESHMENTS 

available from Elspeth Shirtcliff 241742 

 

 
 

Small Ad 

Painting Class.  I shall again be holding my painting classes starting on Monday 28th September and 

Wednesday 30th September from 10.00 to 12.00 a.m. for 10 weeks ending Monday 30th November and 

Wednesday 2nd December.  The fee will be £50 for 10 weeks.          Contact Muriel Pocock on 252790. 

 

 

From our gardening correspondent             by David Jones 
 

Apples, Wine Grapes and Safety Bottles 
 
In response to my comment about apples: ‘Granny Smith, for example, was bred in Australia’, Editor Stephen Pryor has asked 
‘why?’  When established apple varieties were imported into other countries they sometimes did not grow particularly well. 
Some enterprising folks then started selective breeding, seeking new forms that would perform better in the new 
environment. Granny Smith is one such new variety.  Probably better known is the breeding of grape varieties for certain 
climates and soils. There is an ongoing grape breeding programme at the University of Florida to produce varieties suitable 
for that state, particularly for those regions were oranges and grapefruit are no longer grown.  Several white wine varieties 
have reached marketable stage and the wine produced has won international competitions in its class. The Lakeridge Winery 
– details at http://www.lakeridgewinery.com/ - is well worth visiting.  I can recommend their dryish Blanc du Bois – my taste 
– but there are several rather sweet ones that have reached supermarkets in Florida. 
 
The old French variety Carmènere is now extremely rare, but when grown in Chile is was – until recently - confused with 
Merlot! 
 



 

 

Some grape varieties get new names in their ‘adopted’ countries.  
Zinfandel is the Californian name for the Primitivo grape from 
Southern Italy.  Tesco had an offer of Primitivo in August. Similarly 
Shiraz is the Australian name for the Syrah grape of France. Another 
example of such a name change is Chinese Gooseberry – Actinidia 
sinensis – marketed as Kiwi Fruit by you know who. 
 
I have a question for you.  Health and safety has decreed that a bottle 
or jar which contains any ‘dangerous’ substance – be it pills or 
insecticides – must have a ‘child-proof’ top or lid.  Some of these are 
‘push down and twist’ others are ‘squeeze the sides of the top and 
twist’. Please tell me which you prefer and why.  It would also be 
helpful if you kindly give your age within the age bands:  0-20, 21-30, 
31-40, 41-50, 51-60, 61-70, 71-80, 81+.  I am sure you will understand 
why I ask for age when I return the results to you.   
 

You could respond by sending a message to david_jones@his-
locker.net (there is a space underscored between the david and 

jones) or by sending/leaving a note to me at Gagle Brook House, 
Chesterton, OX26 1UF.  I’m sure Stephen Pryor or Colin Board won’t 
mind if you drop a note for me at their houses – at the other end of 
the village from me.  (We are happy to pass them on – Ed).  
Unfortunately I can’t be at a Wendlebury Garden Club meeting in 
September, but all being well I will be at the October one, so I could pick up responses then.

 

 
 

 Church 

Holiday Club

   In 2010!  
 Your children safe and happily occupied  in a lively local, community activity with lots of their friends, during the last 

week of the school holidays – doesn‟t that sound like a vision of bliss?  

 

“Going Bananas” will be bringing that bliss to our villages next summer. “Going Bananas” is the lively and 

successful material being used for the first Akeman Holiday club, for Primary aged children, which will take place 

between 24
th
 - 27

th
 August next year.  “Going Bananas” is all set in a tropical island, and the wonderful mixture of 

activities: games, crafts, drama, stories, jokes and music, will enable the children of Bletchingdon, Chesterton, 

Hampton Gay, Kirtlington, Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury, and Weston on the Green to go bananas appropriately, 

while learning about Bible characters who each went bananas in their own special way.  

 

The week is being planned by members of each of the Akeman churches. As a 

community-wide project, though, there will be plenty of opportunities for members of 

the community of all ages to take part, if they wish. Or you can just sit back in your 

deck chair, put on your sunglasses, mix up a banana shake, and let your children get 

on with having a whole bunch of fun. 

 

So put the date in your diary NOW, and keep a look out for more information and 

appalling Banana jokes.  

 

Joanna Clifford  Tel.  515711   e-mail  clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk 

On behalf of the planning team 

mailto:david_jones@his-locker.net
mailto:david_jones@his-locker.net
mailto:clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk


 

 
CONFIRMATION 
There will be confirmation classes, one for adults and another for young people, starting In the autumn.  
If you are rising 11or over, and are interested in being confirmed, please contact Jane on 350224. 

 

 

 Services in the Akeman Benefice September 2009     Welcome 
 

 

There will be no Buggy Service at Middleton Stoney in September. 

 

September 6
th
  Trinty 13 

Chesterton  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Wendlebury  9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Bletchingdon           11.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Chesterton            11.00  Young Families  Sue Ashdown  + Paul Clifford 

 Middleton Stoney      11.00  Family Worship   Mike Nunn 

 Kirtington           11.00  Family Worship with Baptism Jane Hemmings  

Hampton Gay           15.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 

 

September 13
th
  Trinity 14 

Bletchingdon  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

 Kirtlington  9.15  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

 Chesterton           11.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Wendlebury           11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Derek Walker 

 Weston on Green       11.00  Family Worship  Paul Clifford 

 

September 20
th
  Trinity 15 

Kirtlington  8.00  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Middleton Stoney 9.15  Holy Communion  Derek Walker 

Weston on the Green   11.00  Holy Communion  Jane Hemmings 

Bletchingdon            11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Derek Walker 

Chesterton            11.00  Harvest Thanksgiving  Mike Nunn 

 Kirtlington            18.00  Evensong   Jane Hemmings 

 

 

September 27
th
  Trinity 16 

Bletchingdon  10.00  United Benefice   Derek Walker  

Holy Communion Service  

 

 
RC   Church of the 
Immaculate Conception,  

The Causeway, Bicester.            
Rev Paul Martin, 253277 
 
 Weekend Masses:    

Saturday 6pm .  
 
Sunday   9am & 11am 

Bicester Methodist Church,      

Sheep Street, Bicester.  

Minister: Revd. Paul Howse 240932 www.bicestermethodist.org.uk 

  
1

st
 Sunday of each month:  10.30am-11.30am  Connect ï informal family 

worship in the main hall with refreshments. 
 

Sunday Services:  
10.45am  Morning Service (with Crèche).       
 6.15pm  Evening Service.  7.30 ó9 Absoluteô (year 11+). 

 

http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/


 

 

Heathfield House Care Home 

Situated in beautiful surroundings just outside of Oxford. 

Impressive mansion house set in rural countryside. Privately 

owned and run, established since 1986. Heathfield House Care 

Home aims to provide a secure, relaxed and homely environment 

in which the care, well being and comfort of our residents are of 

prime importance. 

 
Attractive en suite bedrooms and large day areas. Highly 

trained, sensitive and competent staff. Full programme of 

activities daily. Aroma therapist, chiropodist, reflexologist, 

dentist and optician visit regularly. Hairdressing salon. Secluded, 

safe gardens and pleasant patio areas. Home cooked traditional 

food. 

Member of the Registered Nursing Home Association. 

For Further information or to arrange for a viewing 

telephone 01869 350940.  

 

www.heathfield-house.co.uk  info@heathfield-house.co.uk 

 

  

http://www.heathfield-house.co.uk/


 



 

AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR 
This calendar will be shared across the Benefice.   Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority.   Ditto 

only events where a date is fixed.  Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows.  Please give a contact where needed. Send to  pryor@talktalk.net.   
 

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-Green 

10th September   Fun Music classes1    

12th  September RIDE & STRIDE
2

 

19th September  Coffee Morning3     

21stNovember   Race night4    

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

     

    

 

                                                 
1
 Fun Music Classes.  Starting September 10th – Thursdays  2 – 2.45. for pre school children, in Kirtlington Church.For more information or to book a place call Louise Woodwards on 

07900 49 70 70 or 01869 321988   www.lousmusicbox.co.uk  
2

   Historic Churches Association Ride and Stride.  Ride, walk or bicycle to as many churches as you can, and raise money via sponsorship.   

 Our churches benefit from grants from the Historic Churches Association . 
3
 Coffee Morning, 10.30 ð noon. in the garden of Carol McClure, Easter Cottage, Church End.. Park at the church and walk back to Carolõs, which is on the right as      you go 

away from the church.  
4
   Race Night - in aid of Church Refurbishment Fund.  

 

 
Bletchington          PCC       Kathy Gedling               350491 
                              PC         C E Lane                       350257 
Chesterton            PCC        
                         PC         Colin Board                   252904 
Hampton Gay       PCC       Ann Reeve         01865 373832 
                             PC                                                350301  
Kirtlington             PCC       Brian Waterhouse         3 50875 
                             PC                                                        
M Stoney              PCC      Mrs Jen Hudson            343225 
                             PC Ch   Andrew Fulljames          343237 
Wendlebury          PCC       Mrs Beryl Orme             249304 
                             PC Ch    Anna McDonagh            244898 
Weston-o-Green   PCC      Julia White                     350723 
                             PC Ch    Peter Hicks                    351231 
 
Rector  The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory,  
Alchester Road,  Chesterton, OX26 1UW.     369815  
Associate Priest.  The Reverend Jane Hemmings  350224 .e-
mail  dauphin.jg@btinternet.com 
Paul Clifford (LLM) 01865 515711. 
clifford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk  

Mike Nunn (LLM) 01865 439986. 

mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk  

  
 

 

mailto:pryor@talktalk.net
http://www.lousmusicbox.co.uk/
mailto:cliford@lakeside14.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:mbnunnuk@yahoo.co.uk

