March 2009

Akeman Benefice Calendar

For the parishes of Chesterton, Middleton Stoney and Wendlebury, with a calendar of events across the
benefice. Thanks to the support of advertisers and an army of volunteers a free copy goes into every house in the
three villages, and by e-mail to many others.

The ABC has four parts — News and reports, Church, The Calendar itself, and advertisements.  We will take
what we have on the 15" of each month. Please use e-mail where possible. 1 will not be able to post copies. If
you don't tell me, it won't go in. Please think wider than your own village.

Who'd be a bank manager nowadays — or an insurance salesman — or indeed anyone who badly needs to be trusted?
It's odd that the people | work with in the Citizens Advice Bureau in Oxford include some men serving long sentences
for serious offences involving dishonesty. And around 40 of them have been doing so since 2002. And they have
helped tens of thousands of clients to the very high standard demanded, without the slightest suggestion of any
prisoner-related failure. Quite the reverse in fact, as any of the rest of our volunteers will tell you. Must be something to
do with the water. Like the ABC - in which you can of course trust every word you read — just don't take too much water with it.

Toodle pip. &

Stephen Pryor
(pryor@talktalk.net )

NEWS AND REPORTS

Young Families, gardening, open meetings, charitable community events etc.
Please tell us of recent or forthcoming events which will be of interest to others in your village or nearby ones.
Any individual or organisation is welcome to contribute. Try not to duplicate what people already know through
their own organisations. We may have to shorten articles. Dates will also go in the Calendar section.

Chesterton

February’s Parish Council Meeting

Another quiet month as the “credit crunch” bites.

Philip Clarke plans to take the first step in April towards “Twinning” with Seuilly, France with a
visit to meet “Le Maire” (the Mayor) and check that the local wine is drinkable!

All the allotments are now rented and Vic Keeble and Anna Davey will be discussing the unused/
“newly” fenced plots with the holders and sending out new annual rental agreements this month.
Plans are being prepared for a refurbishment of the Village Hall toilets & kitchen.

Your Parish Council

Anna Davey Vic Keeble Colin Board  David Jones Stuart Weston  Philip Clark

AREA DEVELOPEMENT


mailto:pryor@talktalk.net

The PC met with Cherwell DC, along with other Parish Councils in the area to discuss
The Weston Otmoor Eco town situation, the Bicester Eco suburb including the traffic situation and
flooding concerns. Cherwell reaffirmed its intention to resist Weston Otmoor. A report is expected

on the Bicester proposal in early March with responses required by the Government by April 9

when all Eco consultations close.
We will meet again next month.

Next PC meeting 7.30pm March 3" Chesterton Village Hall

Colin Board

Parish Council additional meeting re an industrial development on Akeman Street

A meeting was held on 16t February in the Red Cow to discuss a further proposal from the four small firms who need
to move from their present site in Bicester belonging to Bicester Village which wishes to use it for car parking. The
Chairman had only received two replies to his request in the last ABC for e-mails to allow wider and faster
communication. This may have been a main reason for the small attendance at what those present felt should have been

a matter of widespread concern in the village, had there been more time.

Suffice to say the majority of those few present felt that there were not sufficient assurances that the access to the site
beyond WIG Engineering would be safe from heavy and frequent traffic, that some Lorries would still drive through
Chesterton and that the compensating offer of 9 acres beyond the golf course likewise would not be readily and safely
accessible from the village. The Parish Council was therefore asked to ensure that the specific reservations about the

proposals should be passed to the Planning Committee at the meeting to be held on the 19th-

Friends of Chesterton Village Hall
are pleased to welcome
CHRISSIE’S OWLS
FRIDAY APRIL 24"  7.30pm  £5 per ticket
CHESTERTON VILLAGE HALL

TALK DEMONSTRATION
Light Refreshments RAFFLE  WINE (extra)

Entertaining talk about owl conservation. Chrissie runs a family owl rescue centre and will talk about the history and
conservation of owls and will bring owls with her. All Proceeds in aid of the Village Hall Refurbishment Fund

Limited Tickets, so Book Early

Chesterton Events Committee

On Saturday 7th March Chesterton Events Committee will be hosting an evening by the Cotton
Grass Theatre Company. There will be a performance of two monologues from Alan Bennett's
Talking Heads. We hope to see you at the School Hall at 7.30pm for 8pm. There will be a bar
and buffet. Profits benefit the village. Previous events have provided donations to the
following:- The New Evergreens, Rainbows, Brownies, Playgroup, School, Church, Village
Hall, Wendlebury Youth Club, Parish Magazine, bulbs planted around the village and a
contribution to the bench on Top Green. Tickets from Candy 241019, Erika 252904 and Catie
250051. We look forward to seeing you!

Panto

The Chesterton Pantomime Troupe are practising hard for their performance of "The Revenge
of Captain Hook" at Chesterton Primary school. There will be three shows; Friday 27th
February evening & Saturday 28th February matinee & evening performances. There will be a
few new faces to freshen up the cast for what will be a swashbucklingly entertaining show.
Please look out for posters closer to the date to organise tickets or phone Jason Williams on
250051 for advance bookings. Come along and boo at the evil Captain Hook & cheer for the
heroic Peter pan. You won't want to miss this one ....oh no you won't!!

Young Families Service

Ring Erika Board 01869 252904

Young Church
Workshop
Bible based fun
activities
10.30-12.00

2nd Sunday
every month
in
Chesterton School
hall
Hish to 9yrs olds
All welcome
with
Hilary and Linda
For info ring 242109




The house on the rock was our story this month. Do you
know it? One man builds his house on the rock and takes
his time to build it properly. The other man builds his
house on sand, and wants it up quickly. When the stormy
weather sets in guess what? The house on the rock stands
firm while the house on the sand falls down. Jesus is like
our rock. Take your time to follow his ways and when the
going gets rough he will be your Rock and you will not
fall. Our first hymn was ‘Shine Jesus shine’. I drew
attention to the 2™ verse ‘Well He sees and knows it, if our
light grows dim’. T am not suggesting that anyone’s light
has gone dim but it doesn’t hurt to think about your faith
sometimes and what Jesus means to you.

We had some prayers, following the theme. These days
we learn so much about other faiths, and knowledge can
make us more tolerate which is good, However, | would

like the young children in our service to think about their
faith, what it means to them and how Jesus can help them
in everyday life. We also prayed for President Obama. So
much is expected of this man and he has such an enormous
task ahead of him | feel tired just thinking about it, but | do
wish him well.

After our story we built houses of cardboard boxes. One
that stood firm when the whole church made the noise of a
storm with the aid of shakers and bells and rattles, and one
house (on a yellow curtain, which looked just like sand!)
fell down. It was noisy but the children loved it.

We sang ‘our eyes have seen the Glory’ and finished up
with the Lords Prayer. Then Giles hissed from his pew
birthday cake! And I realised | had forgotten the cake.
Quel horreur!

YOUNG FAMILIES SERVICE - HAPPY 10" BIRTHDAY TO YOU.

We sang, of course, and Erika and Colin came to the front to blow out the candles. Thank you to Philippa who, once

again, made a beautiful chocolate cake for us.

Ten years is quite a long time, our first children our now at universities and getting jobs, but I am pleased to say we are
stronger than ever with a steady trickle of new families joining us throughout the year. Thank you to everyone who has
supported us by coming, by contributing in so many different ways and by wishing us well. We will be celebrating in
style at our JULY SERVICE with a lunch, live music and an art exhibition of children’s work. I will keep you
informed.

I will be sending out a newsletter to all my young families, but if you would like to see at a glance some of the things
we have planned for this year please turn to the ABC Planner. We would love to see you even if you haven’t got
young children — come and see what we do.

Birthdays this month

Front cover — Georgia Walton 13 (in celebration of becoming a teenager).

We also celebrated other birthdays: — Philippa Ashdown, Lucy Hayes and Tom Hunt together with Sylvia Strivens and
Colin Stocker all have birthdays on 20" Feb; others included Georgia Walton and Arthur Miller.

Happy Birthday to all of you.

I look forward to seeing you all at our March service where we will be having a Fair Trade Stall.

Sue Ashdown — 01869 247760

Middleton Stoney

The Maintenance Fund
The two winners of the £25 prizes for February were: Mrs. Elisabeth Goozee and Mr. Jim Norman.

Wendlebury

WENDLEBURY W.I.

The speaker at our February meeting was John Willmer and the subject of his talk was Green Energy. Mr Willmer
reminded us that events which happen in one part of the world can, and usually do, affect another. An upset of the
weather pattern is one example. Then there are fossil fuels which are causing problems with the ozone layer. Mr Willmer
talked about alternatives such as hydro power, wind power and of course nuclear which is much safer now than it used to
be and also more efficient. He also spoke about the different types of solar power. It was a very interesting talk which
was followed by questions from members, which were also thought provoking.



The next meeting is our AGM on 10th March when we hope many members will attend. We meet at 7.30pm in
Wendlebury Village Hall and visitors are always welcome. Elspeth Shirtcliff

small Ads

Depending on space we will carry a limited number of personal text adverts, with a small charge (E5 per ad per month)
unless they are for the good of the community.

Benefice Lent Visit to Coventry Cathedral 4™ April, Coventry Cathedral is the home of the Cross of Nails
group, which was established after the second World War to pray and work for peace and reconciliation. We have been
given a special day when we will be given a talk about their work by the Lay Chairman, followed by a guided tour
finishing with evensong in the cathedral.

Lunch will be available in the Refectory, or we can provide our own. The cost will be kept to a minimum, depending on
the numbers who wish to go. We hope that we will be able to arrange the transport for around £10 per person.

To book or discuss please contact the Rev Jane Hemmings (350224) oe the Rev Mike Stokes (248744),

Names to either by 20 March please.

From our gardening correspondent by David Jones

A real winter — continuing

In spite of what I wrote last month, the early part of bulbs are fully mature and will not suffer from the
February has proved impossible for planting trees, disturbance. Replanting can take place immediately or
shrubs and hedges. Indeed, it has not been sensible to the bulbs can be stored in sand in a cool place until the
dig up these plants in nurseries and so all will be late  autumn. Do not allow the bulbs to become desiccated
this year. by exposure to strong sunshine or heat.

The snowdrops are now out, and so the time has come How often should I divide my sn  owdrops? For

to think about transplanting them. The method touted maximum increase, snowdrops should be lifted and
in Gardening Which and other sources is to split completely divided every two years, but for ordinary
clumps and transplant ‘in the green’. Here are the garden purposes this prevents the development of
opinions of two people who have done more research attractive clumps. Every three or four years is a good
on many snowdrop species and varieties than almost ~ compromise, although clumps can remain in good

anyone else. condition for many years without being split up.

Dr John Grimshaw at Henry Elwes’ estate of "T UDPUw! UDE Ol :Ohbgebdfiy&uivBcnttedded
Colesbourne Park in Gloucestershire (England’s the gardening meeting in Kidlington last year will have
greatest snowdrop garden —Country Life) writes: heard Chris Brickell state that the only advantage in

transplanting ‘in the green’ is that you can find the
When should | divide my snowdrops? Snowdrops are plants when you want to move them and can find

traditionally lifted and divided 'in the green’, while them once they have been moved so that you do not
growing in spring. This is usually reliable, but care try to plant more in the same place several days later —
must be taken not to damage the roots and plants when you have forgotten where you put the first lot!

should be given extra water afterwards. If thisisnot ~ John Grimshaw’s statement ‘but care must be taken not
done the bulbs will often diminish in size and takea  to damage the roots and plants should be given extra
year or two to return to full strength. It is preferable to  water afterwards’ is what is behind Chris Brickell’s
divide clumps just as they go dormant in May, when the advice not to transplant “in the green’.

Church

Rectordos | etter



Dear Friends,

You may not know Barnsley, a Yorkshire town on the edge of the Pennines. They have a brilliant

soccer stadium, an average soccer team, but a less than average stadium car park. In fact it isa

field with one narrow gate. ltds not too bad for pa
after a match, and everyone wants to be away, and to be the first. So, there is a traffic jam,

until people give way and think of others. Only by working together can the car park be cleared.

Jesus told his disciples 0Smal |hatileadstoHife, agdonlyafewn d nar
find it.é6 [Matthew chapter 7 verse 14] 't i s when
for Jesus Christ to be the centre of our lives and the offer of his love and forgiveness that we

pass through the gate that leads to life.

Lent will soon be here. Ash Wednesday through to Easter. Darkness to light. Hopelessness to

hope. Selfishness to selfless lives. Springtime is all within the meaning of Lent. Life and newness,

new spiritual growt h, ntChrietirsoaréneasts. bldre isCaotihé ® sléwadowa, i

or even stop so we can catch what God has to say. We rush about, making demands, sorting out

our own heeds, and by so doing fail to follow in faith.

I went to see a gentleman in North Aston. He kindly sent directionsdo at Ar dl ey on the
turn | eft at the sign 6Somerton 3 miles. & | must ha
noticed a broken pane in the east window of the <chu
forecourt, the new housing, a new garden layout d all within a hundred yards of the junction, but

never the actual sign.

It is only when we give way, slow down, and admit our need of forgiveness that the narrow way

can be found. The sign that points to it is a cross, and it leads to the narrow way, a journey of

faith, and life itself. The narrow way that leads to life. Jesus reminds us that only a few find it.

With my prayers and good wishes,

Derek
The Revd Derek Walker. The Rectory, Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon. OX26 1U

RC Church of the Immaculate Bicester Methodist Church, Sheep Street, Bicester.
Conception, Minister: Revd. Paul Howse 240932
The Causeway, Bicester. www.bicestermethodist.org.uk

Rev Paul Martin, 253277

1% Sunday of each month: 10.30am-11.30am
Connect i informal family worship in the main hall with
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6pm . refreshments.

Sunday 9am & | Sunday Services:
1lam 10.45am Morning Service (with Créche).
6.15pm Evening Service. 7.3

Services in the Akeman Benefice March 2009 Welcome


http://www.bicestermethodist.org.uk/

Each Sunday there is a Holy Communion at 8.00am 9.15am and 11.00am, and two All Age Worship services at 11.00am. in the Benefice.

March 1* Lent 1
Chesterton 8.00
Wendlebury
Bletchingdon 11.00
Chesterton
Middleton Stoney  1.00
Kirtington
Tuesday March 3™  4.20
March 8" Lent 2
Huntingdonshire 8.00
Kirtlington 9.15
Chesterton
Bletchingdon 11.00

Weston o t Green
March 15" Lent 3
Kirtlington 8.00

Middleton Stoney

Weston ot Green 11.00
Chesterton

Wendlebury 11.00

Kirtlington 18.00

9.15

11.00

11.00

11.00

9.15

11.00

March 22" Mothering Sunday

Chesterton 11.00
Bletchingdon 11.00
Weston on the Green 11.00

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
11.00
All Age Worship
All Age Worship

Young Families

Middleton Stoney Buggy Service

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
All Age Worship

All Age Worship

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

All Age Worship
All Age Worship
Evensong

All Age Holy Communion
All Age Holy Communion
All Age Service

Holy Communion

All Age Service

All Age Service

Wendlebury 9.15
Kirtlington 11.00
Middleton Stoney 11.00
March 29" Lent5
Wendlebury 10.00

United Benefice
Holy Communion

Derek Walker
Jane Hemmings
Derek Walker
Sue Ashdown
Mike Nunn
Paul Clifford

Derek Walker
Derek Walker

Derek Walker
Jane Hemmings

Mike Nunn

Derek Walker

Derek Walker
Mike Stokes

Paul Clifford
Jane Hemmings
Jane Hemmings

Jane Hemmings
Derek Walker
Paul Clifford
Derek Walker
Mike Nunn

Jo Cropp

[British Summer time — clocks go forward]
Derek Walker

®

Cs

Cherson Blayd’

We cater for children betwesn the s of 2.2 and

§ yearg old.

IF vou would Like to know mome plemse vistl our
wihhile wiv chestorton flan e ot ore ul
ar call Sylvia Keltr on 07751 4TH361.

0%

Toddlery

Mother & Toddler Group for 0-5yr olds
Every Friday during term time 1.30-3.30pm
Chesterton Village Hall, £1.50 per family
For more information call Mary Stephenson 240088




Tobin Jones Properfy

THE LETTING AGENT

WE NEED
YOUR
PROPERTY!

.....

Letting more propedy to better tenants at befter rents... beffer by far.
Tel: (01869) 248254 Fax: (01869) 253394 www.tobinjones.com

Garden Services

Professional Lady Gardener  Qualifled Trea Surgeon

All types of garden 2%
work, big or small <,

Tree Pruning & Felling + Garden Clearances + Patio Laying
Hedge Trimming + Grass Cutting & Lawn Care
Weeding & Border control
General Garden Maintenance either regularly or one off

Paula Davies Tel: 07795 070591



http://www.heathfield-house.co.uk/

AKEMAN BENEFICE CALENDAR

This calendar will be shared across the Benefice. Where organisations have their own network those events which are likely to be of wider interest will take priority. Ditto

only events where a date is fixed. Dates can be Calendared as far ahead as space allows. Please give a contact where needed. Send to pryor@talktalk.net.

DATE Chesterton Bletchington Kirtlington Middleton Stoney Wendlebury Weston-on-the-Green
7 March Alan Bennett"
28" March Love the Dogs?’
10™ May London Bridges®
30'th May Travelling supper*
117 July Sports Day®
15/08/09 Vineyard visit®

Bletchington
Chesterton
Hampton Gay
Kirtlington

M Stoney
Wendlebury

Weston-0-Green

PCC Kathy Gedling
PC C E Lane

PC Colin Board

350491
350257

252904

PCC Ann Reeve 01865 373832

PCC Brian Waterhouse

PCC  Mrs Jen Hudson
PC Ch Andrew Fulljames
pPCC Mrs Beryl Orme
PC Ch Anna McDonagh
PCC  Julia White

PC Ch Peter Hicks

Rector The Reverend Derek Walker, The Rectory,
Alchester Road, Chesterton, OX26 1UW.
Assaociate Priest. The Reverend Jane Hemmings 350224 .e-mail
dauphin.jg@btinternet.com.

350301
350875

343225

343237
249304
244898
350723
351231

369815

! Chesterton Events Committee — in the Village Hall. The Cotton Grass Theatre performing a couple of Alan Bennett’s Talking Heads. See under Chesterton.

D O~ W N

And many more in Wendlebury stretching through the rest of the year. See the Website

Love the dogs — Fancy a night at the Oxford Greyhound Stadium? Contact Jean Bebbington on jb@cdsinternet.com tel 243879 or website
Blue Badge Guided Tour of London’s City Bridges & City Gates
Village Travelling Supper. This annual event is a great way to meet new friends

Children’s Sport Day and Village BBQ
Vineyard Visit & Wine Tasting. Bothy Vineyard continues an ancient tradition of wine making in the Vale of the White Horse, Oxfordshire, dating back at least to medieval times.
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The ABC and the WENDLEBURY Website would both like to get a young person
involved with these publications as we have virtually nothing of interest for

teenagers. If you can help (no knowledge or experience of web design needed) or
know someone else who would be interested then please email -.

Stephen Pryor for the ABC, or Mike Pearce for the Website




